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Wisdom in the Woods

Continued on next page

The power 

and politics 

of wood

In recognition of the 100th 

issue of The Manitoba Woodlot, 
it seems fitting to acknowledge 

the historic political symbolism 

of wood.

Birch rods and an axe may 

typically be seen to be the 

purview of a forester, but they 

are also ancient symbols of 

power and justice.

A fasces is traditionally 

constructed of a bundle of 

twelve rods of white birch 

surrounding a bronze axe, with 

the axe head protruding. It is all 

bound by a red leather strap.

Such a symbol can be found in 

the elaborate stone pediment 

over the front entrance of the 

Manitoba Legislative Building in 

Winnipeg. The woman 

representing Manitoba in the centre of the pediment, shown here, holds a fasces in her lap.

This symbol has been used since the days of the Roman Empire to represent power and justice. 

Not surprisingly, a fasces can often be found in the coat of arms or emblems of the military, police 

forces and court houses around the world. You can even find the birch rod bundle across the top of 

the door to the Oval Office in the American White House.

Fasces atop the Manitoba Legislative Building entrance.
Photo by Jim Burns

WAM set to launch new programs, website

WAM directors are having a busy summer, getting 

ready to roll out the Wood-Wise Manitoba programs and 

a new website in September.

The focus of the new Wood-Wise program is firewood 

and firewood safety, and includes a series of public 

workshops for firewood “beginners” planned for this fall 

and winter being organized by Bob Austman and Chris 

Matthewson.

The program has been attracting considerable interest, 

according to Sheilla Jones, who is coordinating the 

communications and website content.

“We’re pleased to have Red River Mutual as a 

workshop sponsor,” said Jones. “The insurance industry 

is keenly aware of the importance of using wood fuels 

safely. Our new website will, we hope, be the ‘go-to’ 

source for information on firewood and the many 

• For more on the WAM Firewood 

  Finder program, see page 7
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    The Manitoba Woodlot is published six times 

annually as a service to the membership of the Woodlot 

Association of Manitoba (WAM). 

    WAM seeks to promote an understanding of 

sustainable woodlot management, increase income and 

employment potential for the woodlot sector, promote 

the use of woodlot products in the place of non-

renewable and imported products, and develop human 

resources in woodlot management.

    WAM represents the interests of our members within 

the Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners (CFWO). 

The CFWO makes those interests known to forestry 

ministers at both levels of government.

    WAM also has a representative to the Manitoba 

Model Forest, another organization that promotes 

sustainable management of Manitoba’s wooded areas.

    WAM is a non-profit organization led by a volunteer 

Board of Directors, which meets monthly. Our Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) is held each year before the 

end of March and is open to all members in good 

standing.
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questions people have about how to buy and use it. It’s 

a great way to educate and to raise public awareness.”

The new website will also make it easier for the 

public to buy firewood. The WAM Firewood Finder 

will link buyers and sellers through an online map and 

locator.

It fits with the Manitoba Forestry Branch’s push, said 

Jones, for people to buy their wood from local suppliers 

as a means of controlling the spread of pests that can 

threaten Manitoba’s forests.

“The Firewood Finder will be fully integrated for all 

digital platforms, which means a family heading to the 

cottage can access the site from a smart phone, and if 

the seller provides GPS co-ordinates, quickly arrive at 

the nearest firewood supply. Or people can go ‘old 

school’ and simply telephone the seller for explicit 

directions. The point is that the closer the firewood 

buyer is to the source of the wood, the less likely they 

are to inadvertently abet the spread of pests.”

WAM has contracted with Dugald web developer 

Scott Falkingham to build the new state-of-the-art 

website. Jones has been working closely with 

Falkingham on design.

“The design work is a creative challenge and a lot of 

fun,” said Jones. “But there is an incredible amount of 

detail that goes into website development. It’s a lot like 

all the choices you have to make when you’re building 

a house, from door knob styles to paint colours.”

Details of the Wood-Wise workshops will be posted 

on the new website at www.woodlotmanitoba.com 

when it is launched in September.

WAM launching new 

website in September

Continued from front page
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The Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners (CFWO) 

is stepping up its advocacy for woodlot owners with 

regular meetings with senior forestry officials in Natural 

Resources Canada, and it invited input on priorities 

facing woodlot owners.

WAM noted the following priorities in its 

recommendations to CFWO:

• Access to research, e.g., new insect and disease 

problems. This could, in fact, be an exchange, with 

research results going to woodlot owners, woodlot 

owner observations to CFS. It is very important that 

woodlot owners have up-to-date information on such 

things as the spread of the Emerald Ash Borer and other 

forest pests. As it stands now, by the time the 

information is made available, it is often too late to do 

anything about it. At least landowners can monitor their 

woodlots if they know a certain pest is expanding its 

range.

• Consultation on new forest management approaches 

and on related research directions for FP Innovations, 

with predicted fibre shortages in mind. The Canadian 

Forestry Service (CFS) and the Forest Products 

Association of Canada (FPAC) already have informal 

meetings on this, and CFWO could join them.  This 

should be a high priority item.

• Contribute to plans for celebration of next year’s 

150th anniversary of forestry in Canada. The role of 

private woodlots and their importance to sustainable 

forest management should be highlighted next year. Also, 

their contribution to the Canadian economy should be 

noted, i.e., supplying wood fibre to local mills to create 

employment.

• Carbon trading arrangements: CFS has the best 

knowledge in Canada on this, if and when it becomes an 

interest. The lack of a formal, regulated market for carbon 

has resulted in a loss of traction in this program. 

However, we would like to see some discussion on setting 

up informal agreements with industries (i.e., heavy 

trucking companies, airlines, railroads) who produce 

carbon, and who would like to have trees planted on 

private land as a way to sequester carbon.

• Urban forestry issues, and the urban-rural interface on 

the edges of many cities is not a huge priority in Manitoba 

as most of our larger urban centres are surrounded by 

farmland.

• The US Forest Service is using web-based social 

media as an outreach tool to engage woodlot owners, and 

to drive policy. While it is a good idea to review what 

they are doing, we’re not sure if this is a huge priority in 

Manitoba. Our woodlot owners sometimes have 

“sketchy” Internet service, and landowners don’t seem to 

have the time or the interest to delve into social media.

WAM weighs in on national priorities for woodlot owners

From this...
                 ...to this
Long-time WAM member Stan 
Goodman, above, at this workshop 
in Piney in 2005, standing on one of 
the logs used to build a cabin for his 
wife Rose, an antiques collector. It 
took seven red pine trees to 
complete the construction of the 
cabin, right.

Photos courtesy of Stan Goodman
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It’s a case of fighting fire with fire. 

The emerald ash borer was found in the USA near 

Detroit, Michigan in 2002, suspected of having hitch-

hiked a ride from northern China in wooden shipping 

crates. And now, importing tiny wasps, the natural EAB 

predator from northern China, is being touted as the 

way to slow down the spread of 

the beetle.

The Canadian Food Inspection 

Agency has approved the release 

of two species of stingless 

Chinese wasps in Canada as 

biological control agents in areas 

infested by the emerald ash borer. 

The wasps deposit their eggs on 

the larvae of emerald ash borers, 

and after hatching, the young 

wasps feed on the host larvae, 

killing them.

Canadian approval follows 

extensive testing by the US 

Department of Agriculture’s Northern Research Station 

and the University of Michigan.

At this point, CFIA says it is releasing only one of the 

approved wasps, the Tetrastichus planipennisi, under 

controlled conditions. 

The first batches of Chinese wasps were released at an 

experimental site in Huron County in southwestern 

Ontario in June, with more releases in the same area to 

continue throughout the summer.

According to CFIA, the wasps “were introduced in 

blocks of ash wood which contained wasp pre-pupae 

already inside them. The blocks were suspended from 

EAB-infested ash trees at experimental sites on June 4, 

2013. The wasps will emerge from the larvae and fly off 

in search of other EAB to target.”

The release of a new foreign species into Central 

Canada and the American Midwest has raised concerns 

from environmentalists who fear the wasps will create a 

new set of problems. However, CFIA says that T. 
planipennisi is very species-specific, and is not 

considered a threat to native 

species.

A third parasitic wasp from 

China was approved for use in 

the US, but CFIA has not 

approved it for use in Canada 

as it cannot withstand 

Canadian winters.

American researchers turned 

to the Chinese parasites when 

wasps and other predators 

native to North America 

proved ineffective at stopping 

the spread of EAB.

Native parasitic wasps used 

in test conditions made little inroad on EAB larvae, with 

a kill-off rate of less than one percent. Enthusiastic 

woodpeckers did better, but still only managed a 17-

percent kill-off.

The emerald ash borer has devastated ash stands in 

parts of Ontario and Quebec, and the biggest concern in 

Canada is stopping the continuing spread of the beetle. 

The most common ways of spreading EAB is through 

the transporting of infested ash firewood, nursery stock 

and timber. 

CFIA says it is continuing to work closely with the 

provincial governments in Ontario, Quebec and 

Manitoba to manage the threat of the emerald ash borer.

By Sheilla Jones

CFIA imports Chinese wasps to battle 

emerald ash borer threat

Emerald ash borer beetle
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High-speed Internet access just got a little easier in rural 

Manitoba, and that’s important to WAM’s ability to 

connect with members.

MTS announced last week that it has connected a dozen 

more communities to high-speed Internet access, including 

Falcon Lake, West Hawk Lake, Victoria Beach, Grand 

Beach, Wabowden, Poplar Point, Melrose, Langruth, 

Roseau River Anishinabe First Nation, Fisher River Cree 

Nation, Brunkild, and Seven Sisters Falls.

MTS said it will add another eight communities before 

the end of this year, and by the end of its latest expansion 

phase will be providing high-speed access to 215 Manitoba 

communities, reaching 85 percent of the province’s 

population.

There are other Internet service providers in Manitoba, 

such as I-Netlink, which provides extensive coverage 

in the southwestern part of the province.

This means that people living in rural areas are 

increasingly able to move away from the limitations 

of dial-up Internet access. Anyone who has tried to 

download anything more than small documents knows 

the frustration of tying up the telephone line for fifteen 

minutes just to view a few pages.

WAM is moving toward making better use of digital 

communications to reach WAM members, but also to 

connect with the public and others interested in 

woodlot issues. Being able to contact members 

quickly via email has a number of benefits. For 

instance, in July, WAM reached out to members for 

volunteers to help staff two fund-raising bingos. (And 

thanks to those who helped out.) Or we can get 

information to members on short notice, without 

having to wait on the next issue of The Manitoba 
Woodlot.

And speaking of the newsletter, high-speed Internet 

access is a terrific boon for any organization 

distributing its newsletter to members. It costs just as 

much time and effort to write, design and produce a 

newsletter, whether it’s sent digitally or by Canada 

Post. It’s the expense of printing paper copies and 

mailing them that has become an issue.

The publishing and distribution of The Manitoba 
Woodlot eats up a significant chunk of WAM’s 

revenues from membership fees, advertising revenues 

and our newsletter funding from the Manitoba 

Forestry Association. And it leaves far too little for 

programming.

It seems eminently sensible to take advantage of the 

benefits of our digital age to spend our resources on 

programming and quality content, rather than on 

postage and paper.

Over the next six months or so, WAM will be 

working with the MFA to develop a more effective 

digital delivery system for The Manitoba Woodlot that 

will see more and more members receiving the 

newsletter online rather than in the mail.

WAM recognizes that some members will still not 

have high-speed Internet access this time next year, 

and that some eschew the use of computers altogether. 

But we’ll figure out the best way to serve our 

members, and make the best use of our online 

resources. It’s the digital way.

By Sheilla Jones

WAM adapting to the digital age
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WAM

FIREWOOD

FINDER

WAM is providing a new service to its members with 

the Firewood Finder program. The Firewood Finder will 

be a key component of the larger Wood-Wise program 

that will address a whole variety of issues surrounding 

the buying and safe use of fuel wood.

While woodlot owners are waiting for the revival of 

the sawmill and pulpwood markets, many are finding the 

sales of firewood to be a profitable component of their 

woodlot business. There is no central agency in 

Manitoba to help firewood buyers around the province 

to connect with sellers in their area, and that's where 

WAM is stepping in.

The Firewood Finder site on the new WAM website 

will include a provincial map with “pins” locating listed 

firewood sellers, and links to the sellers’ individual 

listings. It's a service to help both the buyers and sellers.

For buyers: WAM Firewood Finder is a quick and 

convenient way for you to find firewood sellers in your 

area, whether you are using your home computer or a 

smartphone.

For sellers: WAM Firewood Finder provides sellers 

with a central site that lets the public know where you 

are, what you’re selling, and how to contact you. This 

service is free to WAM members.

Only the information supplied by the vendor will 

appear on his/her vendor page, and it is the vendor’s 

responsibility to ensure the information is accurate.

What it costs: The WAM Firewood Finder is a free 

service to the public and to firewood sellers. The only 

condition is that all firewood sellers who want their 

businesses listed must also be WAM members. If you 

are not already a member, simply fill out the 

membership form on page 11 and mail it along with a 

cheque. The fee for new members signing up in August 

and September will be $10 for the remainder of 2013, 

plus $30 for 2014, for a total of $40. When the new 

WAM website is up and running in September, people 

will also be able to sign up or renew their memberships 

online using PayPal.

The seller pages will also be able to accommodate a 

seller’s company logo and product images, but this 

Firewood Finder site to connect firewood buyers and sellers

How to sign up for the Firewood Finder

Here’s what buyers need to know about your firewood 

business:

• Company name

• Contact person* (we need a specific contact person)

• Website URL (if you have a website)

• Description of firewood products for sale (limit of 

1000 charcters or 125 words, keep it short and succinct)

• Phone number*

• Email address (if you have one)

• Address*

• Location (if different from address)

• GPS co-ordinates (lots of people now have GPS in 

their vehicles)

• Payment types accepted (cash only, debit card, VISA, 

Mastercard, etc.)

• Hours of operation (give hours, if possible. It’s okay 

to say you're only open in the evenings, or in January, for 

example, just so buyers know.)

• Delivery service (yes/no)

• MB Timber Dealers License (yes/no — it’s not 

necessary to be licenced, but good to say if you are)

* Sellers cannot be listed without this information.

service will not be provided until the new website is fully 

functional. There will be a charge for this service when it 

is offered, as it constitutes business advertising.

Once the new website is launched, members will be 

able to sign up online. In the meantime, if you want to be 

listed on the Firewood Finder, fill out the form on page 

11 and mail it or send an email with the appropriate 

information to wameditor@shaw.ca.
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THE MANITOBA WOODLOT
In the past 100 issues, The Manitoba Woodlot has covered a wide variety of topics of interest to WAM 

members, and some articles stand the test of time. Here are two pages reprinted from the November 1998 

issue, when Burton Boryen was editor.
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Why become a member of WAM?

As a member you will be promoting active 

stewardship of Manitoba’s Private 

Woodlands. You will also receive a great 

deal, including:

—A Bi-Monthly Newsletter, complete with 

up-to-date information of upcoming events, 

current woodlot/forestry/conservation 

issues, and wood products/services 

available in your area. The Manitoba 

Woodlot newsletter can be mailed to a 

Canadian address or sent by email to a 

member. Using email is an opportunity to 

reduce the use of paper and receive the 

newsletter in colour.

—Access to the Woodlot Library, which is 

stocked full of woodlot-related information.

—Opportunities to Participate in Field 

Days/Demonstrations, Conferences and 

Meetings abut topics related to woodlot 

management.

—Free Ads in our WAM member classified 

section in The Manitoba Woodlot.

—If you operate a commercial woodlot or 

agrowoodlot, the WAM membership fee is 

a tax deductible business expense. WAM 

provides a receipt and member card for 

membership payment by request only.

Membership in WAM is open to individuals 

and businesses. Dues are $30.00. Those 

interested in membership can telephone 

(204) 467-8648.

Apple scab, caused by the fungal disease Venturia 
inaequalis is one of the most serious and disfiguring 

diseases of ornamental and fruit apples. Although the 

name implies it is limited 

to apples, this disease can 

be found on many 

members of the rose 

family. The hosts can 

include apples, 

hawthorns, fire thorns, 

cotoneasters, and pears.

 The symptoms of this 

disease are typically olive-

brown lesions on the 

leaves, and sometimes on 

new succulent shoots. The 

scabs are indistinct at the 

margins and, if the 

infection is severe, they may coalesce into larger patches. 

The patchy lesions can be found on flowers, fruit, leaves 

and twigs. The tree responds to this infection by 

prematurely dropping infected leaves. Repeated severe 

infections can cause die-back after several years.

The apple scab fungus overwinters in dropped leaves 

and in affected twigs remaining on the tree.

Wet spring conditions spread spores and allow them to 

germinate on the leaves, initiating new infections. The 

warmer the temperature, the shorter the amount of time it 

takes to initiate an infection. The peak period of infection 

occurs when the trees are starting to flower and continues 

until full bloom. Secondary infections will occur 

throughout the spring and summer when conditions are 

wet for periods of time.

Some cultural controls, such as disposal of diseased 

leaves and twigs away from infected trees and the 

removal of all leaves from the infected tree in the fall, 

will help to reduce the intensity of future infections. 

Planting disease-resistant varieties and avoiding mass 

plantings also reduces the amount of disease inoculum 

and the potential for severe outbreaks.

There are a number of broad-spectrum fungicides that 

are labelled for control of apple scab. Typically, they 

require several applications, starting at bud break and 

continuing every two weeks, to get suitable control.

Brad Gurr is an ISA Certified Arborist and Plant 
Health Care Specialist dedicated to the care and 
preservation of trees. For more information, contact Brad 
online at gurrb@yahoo.com.

Apple scab fungus strikes 

ornamental and fruit trees

By Brad Gurr

Apple scab lesions on fruit 
tree.



Summer 2013 11

Membership Application for 2013

New Members $30.00

Renewal Membership $30.00

Name

Mailing Address

Email Address

Telephone

I am particularly interested in the following:

Providing shelter

Wildlife habitat enhancement

Soil and water conservation

Land stewardship

Recreation

Wood products

Specialty or non-traditional products

    (i.e., berries, mushrooms, maple syrup)

Christmas trees

All of the above

Would you like to receive your copy of The 

Manitoba Woodlot via email?

Yes   No 

(A high-speed connection is recommended 

due to the long download time on dial-up.)

Do you require a receipt?  Yes   No 

(WAM provides receipts only upon request.)

Thank you for becoming involved and 
for supporting Manitoba’s private 

forests.

Mail to:

Woodlot Association of Manitoba

c/o Allan Webb, Secretary-Treasurer

Box 43

Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0
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Publications Mail Agreement No. 41591026

Return undeliverable Canadian addressed copies to:

Woodlot Association of Manitoba

900 Corydon Ave., Winnipeg, MB R3M 0Y4

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Nyle 200 Kiln complete with controls 

and two fans, $2500. Call Len at 204-

423-2180.

Moulder/Planer, 4-headed. Over 

$9,000.00 in tooling (v joint, flooring, 6 

different casing knives, etc.). Blower 

unit, electrical, 2004 cat, generator, 

60kw. Knives and profiles included. In 

excellent condition. Buyer could be set 

up and running in one day. Asking 

$30,000.00. Call (807) 344-7514.

1999 Model LT 40 Wood-Mizer 

Sawmill. Includes 33 HP Kubota diesel 

motor, power feed, power up/down, 

debarker, auto clutch, shingle maker, 

and lapsider, Lubemizer. Cuts to 36” 

diameter, 21’ long; with bed extension 

up to 27’. Comes on wheels. Excellent 

condition. Asking $18,900.00. 

Telephone (204) 429-2135.

All sizes of slasher, sawmill and cord 

wood new blades. Resharpening used 

22”/42”/48”/50” sawmill blades and 26” 

cord wood blades. Skate sharpener, 

chipper, blower, debarker, planer, 

circular sawmill, bandsaw mill, feller 

buncher ($200,000.00). Used drum roll 

band saw sharpener ($250.00). All types 

of saw blade sharpening equipment. 592 

Talbot Ave., Winnipeg. Contact Norm at 

Dr. Saw (204) 667-6373 or see 

www.drsaw.ca.

EQUIPMENT WANTED

Sawmill equipment and saw blades any 

size, shape and condition. If you want to 

sell/buy logs, lumber and sawmill 

equipment, we can provide you with 

contacts. 592 Talbot Ave., Winnipeg. 

Contact Norm at Dr. Saw (204) 667-

6373 or see www.drsaw.ca.

SERVICES

Manitoba hardwoods. Elm, ash, maple 

custom cutting with Wood-Mizer mill. 

Bob Gass, McCreary, (204) 835-2631.

Saw blade repair/sharpening. We roll, 

tension, straighten and balance saw 

blades (instead of hammering). All types 

of saw blades and tools sharpened. Weld 

all types of carbide tip saws (Slasher and 

Feller Buncher teeth). 592 Talbot Ave., 

Winnipeg. Contact Norm at Dr. Saw (204) 

667-6373 or see www.drsaw.ca.

SAWLOGS WANTED

Interested in purchasing any type of saw 

log you have available. Contact Roger in 

Roseile at (204) 828-3386.

LUMBER FOR SALE

Timber Quota 41 cords softwood annual 

allowable cut $4500. Call Len at 204-423-

2180.

Hardwood lumber: oak, ash and 

basswood. Air dried. Various sizes and 

prices. Contact Roger in Roseile at (204) 

828-3386.

MISC. FOR SALE

Two cases of mesh tree guards, with 500 

per box. Price 20-cents per guard. Contact 

Barry at 204-423-2273.

Advertising rates: full-page $100; half-page $50; business-card $25; classifieds free for WAM members




