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Wisdom in the Woods

Limbed and stacked round wood waits for pick up at the end of August in a clearing on the 
side of Hwy 4, south-east of Roblin.

Flaherty nixes tax break for woodlot owners
By Sheilla Jones

WAM
Fall Field 

Day

Roblin round wood

When natural disasters strike woodlots, the owners 
have little choice but to harvest the damaged wood right 
away. They often suffer a large tax hit on the unplanned 
harvest, and that’s not going to change any time soon.

Canada’s Finance Minister Jim Flaherty has given the 
thumbs-down to a plan that would have allowed woodlot 
owners to ease the tax burden caused by irregular spikes 
in revenue, despite the break being a recommendation of 
the senate committee on forestry.

Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners president 
Peter de Marsh said he is disappointed, but the 
organization representing woodlot owners across Canada 
is not giving up.

“There is very clear unfairness involved here,” said de 
Marsh, “and we have to work harder to get the federal 
Government to understand this. We need to get the 
support of more MPs who understand that unlike most 

other small business, managing a forest is a very long-
term proposition with more than its share of risk and 
should not be subject to big tax bills after a natural 
disaster.”

CFWO has lobbied hard to have the federal 
government institute a Personal Silviculture Savings and 
Investment Plan (PSSIP). It would allow people who 
own private woodlots, which are also called family 
forests, to set up individual plans so they could shelter 
revenues from their woodlot operation from taxation 
until that money was spent, much like a Retirement 
Savings Plan.

De Marsh said the savings plan would be especially 

For more on the woodlot savings plan 
recommended by the Standing Senate Committee 
on Agriculture and Forestry in 2011, see page 10.

Continued on page 3

• Saturday, September 29, 2012, 9:30 am to 3 pm
• De Graaf tree plantation, 106 Dunning Road, Narol
                             See details on page 5.

PLANTATION FORESTRY, BIOENERGY and BIOMASS
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The Manitoba Woodlot is published six times annually 
as a service to the membership of The Woodlot 
Association of Manitoba (WAM). 

WAM seeks to promote an understanding of 
sustainable woodlot management, increase income and 
employment potential for the woodlot sector, promote 
the use of woodlot products in the place of non-
renewable and imported products, and develop human 
resources in woodlot management.

WAM represents the interests of our members within 
the Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners (CFWO). 
The CFWO makes those interests known to forestry 
ministers at both levels of government.

WAM also has a representative to the Manitoba Model 
Forest, another organization that promotes sustainable 
management of Manitoba’s wooded areas.

WAM is a non-profit organization led by a volunteer 
Board of Directors, which meets monthly. Our Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) is held each year before the 
end of March and is open to all members in good 
standing.
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Man’s best friend could turn out to be a forester’s best 
friend, too, now that dogs are being used as a secret 
weapon in the escalating battle against the emerald ash 
borer.

The US federal government has invested $370,000 in a 
program to teach dogs to sniff out the highly invasive 
and deadly emerald ash borers that are destroying 
millions of ash trees around the south-east corridor of the 
Great Lakes, with the epicentre in Detroit. The program 
uses dogs from a tracker-training program in Reno, 
Nevada. 

Dogs have a highly developed sense of smell, and are 
trained to sniff out both infested and clean ash wood as 
part of an offensive against the deadly bug.

The dogs have been trained so well, noted one official, 
that they can go through huge piles of wood and pick out 
a single log infected with the emerald ash borer.

While dogs may prove to be an effective tool in 
hunting out infested ash wood at borders and quarantine 
check-points, humans may still prove to be the downfall 
for efforts to control the spread of the ash borer because 
they have a hard time leaving firewood behind at their 
camp sites.

One border official at the Sault Ste. Marie-Sarnia 
border crossing discovered a traveller carrying firewood, 
which he had transported with him from Florida, through 
the Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario to Sarnia in direct 
violation of firewood transport rules. Apparently, the 
man just didn’t see the sense in abandoning perfectly 
good firewood that he’d already paid for.

There is no suggestion that this particular traveller was 
in any way responsible for the spread of the ash borer, 
but it doesn’t take very many "Typhoid Marys" hauling 
firewood from place to place to kick off a new 
infestation.

There are not likely to be any borer-sniffing dogs at 
work at Manitoba border crossings any time soon. The 
program in Minnesota has run out of money and its 
future is in question.

That means humans will have to be the first line of 
defence to protect the province’s ash trees. The Manitoba 
forestry branch is asking anyone who thinks they have 
found infested trees or ash material to call the Provincial 
Tree Line at 204-945-7866. They also have another piece 
of advice:

DO NOT MOVE FIREWOOD!

COMMENTARY

New secret weapon against 
emerald ash borer
By Sheilla Jones
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helpful at a time when Canada’s entire forestry industry 
is struggling.

“While the future of forestry and the forest industry is 
very uncertain,” said de Marsh, “and there are limits as to 
what governments can do, here is something that is 
clearly within their powers that would help a lot. 
Canadians support measures to help farmers during 
catastrophes such as this year's drought and they will 
support a measure like this also.”

The CFWO argues that expenses for woodlots occur 
every year, but a planned harvest may not occur for tens 
of years. And then there are unexpected events such as a 

blow-down or fire. As the tax policy stands now, all the 
income in the harvest year must be claimed in that 
year—with the resulting tax hit—since it cannot be 
averaged out over the years when there was no harvest 
income.

The Standing Senate Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry, in their report last summer on the state of 
forestry in Canada, specifically recommended that “the 
government implement a personal silvicultural savings 
and investment plan for private woodlot owners”.

De Marsh said the fight for the silviculture savings 
plan isn’t over. “We will definitely continue to pursue 
this.” 

Continued from front page
Silviculture Savings Plan for woodlot owners nixed

By Sheilla Jones

Small sawmill operators who want to sell construction 
lumber locally still need to get their lumber certified and 
stamped to meet the requirements of the National 
Building Code of Canada, and it’s not cheap. 

“If a small sawer wants to sell to the neighbours,” said 
Chuck Dentelbeck, the president of the Canadian Lumber 
Standards Accreditation Board (CLSAB), “they need to 
work with a CLSAB accredited agency. The issue is that 
the lumber they want to sell has to meet the declared 
grade and meet the right thickness and width values, and 
moisture content.”

Using uncertified wood, he said, can have serious 
consequences.

“If someone builds with ungraded lumber, then their 
home insurance is void if something happens. And if a 
builder builds without graded lumber, they would not be 
covered by their company insurance if something 
happens.”

CLSAB is the official body that monitors the quality of 
Canada’s lumber-grading and identification system. 
Dentelbeck was in Winnipeg earlier this month to meet 
with representatives from the eleven CLSAB accredited 
agencies that are responsible for carrying out 
certifications, inspections and training for the lumber 
companies they monitor. 

The Central Forest Products Association, for instance, 
is accredited by CLSAB as a lumber-grading agency. It 
supervises lumber grading at approximately 11 facilities 
in Saskatchewan and Manitoba. The Council of Forest 
Industries, on the other hand, covers the BC interior 
forest industry, monitoring 42 production facilities in 
more than 60 forest-dependent communities in the 
interior. The Council certifies about 80 percent of BC 

softwood and 35 percent of Canadian softwood lumber 
shipments.

Dentelbeck said the cost of certification is determined 
by the volume of lumber covered by each agency, rather 
than by fees set by CLSAB.

“As an accreditation body, our budget structure is set 
by what it costs to run our agency to ensure the system is 
in control. The accredited agencies pay fees to CLSAB 
as a proportion of the lumber organizations they are 
covering. We have a budget of just over $1-million. If an 
agency has 20 percent of total lumber shipments the 
accrediting, they cover 20 percent of the CLSAB 
budget.”

Once lumber that has been certified by the appropriate 
agencies as meeting the grading and structural standards 
is stamped, it meets the national and provincial building 
codes and can be used in normal construction. The cost 
of certification does, however, tend to keep small sawers 
out of the construction industry.

But Dentelbeck said there are some circumstances 
where special consideration on certification can be given 
for short runs of lumber. One example, he said, was 
grading and stamping lumber for housing in Garden Hill 
First Nation, a remote community in north-eastern 
Manitoba that is accessible only by winter ice-roads or 
by air.

“The Central Forest Product Association worked with 
Garden Hill so they could harvest logs, put them through 
a mill and use them for building their own houses. They 
still had to meet grade. It was a short run, and they were 
authorized for a stamp for a short time and then the 
stamp was taken back.”

Dentelbeck said that, in this case, the agency spent 
considerable time on the reserve training workers to 
understand the grading and handle the wood properly.

Small lumber suppliers need proper certification 
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WAM Fall Field Day

LUNCH: Lunch and beverages available on site, but feel free to bring your own lunch with you.
WEATHER: Bring your rubber boots, just in case.
DIRECTIONS: 106 Dunning Road is just east of Henderson Highway; west of Highway 202; north of East St. 
Paul, and south-east of Lockport
CONTACT: Allan Webb, 204-467-8648 or Irene de Graaf, 204-661-2068

Baling de Graaf biomass in the winter of 2011.

PLANTATION FORESTRY, BIOENERGY and BIOMASS
Biomass and bioenergy are relatively new concepts for farmers and woodlot 

owners. The goal of the workshop is to give woodlot owners, farmers, landowners, 
students, and other interested members of the public more insight into sustainability 

issues around the use of forest biomass to generate heat and electricity. 

9:30 am – 10 am   REGISTRATION and COFFEE
10 am – 11 am      PLANTATION "WALK and TALK", with Pete and Irene de Graaf, 
                              Plantation Owners
11 am – 11:15       Q&A about the plantation tour
11:15 – 12 pm       INVASIVE FOREST PESTS, Kelly Lewis, Manitoba Conservation
12 pm – 1 pm        LUNCH, NETWORKING, and DISPLAYS 
1 pm – 3 pm          SPEAKERS FORUM: 
                          REFLECTIONS ON PLANTATION FORESTRY
        • PLANTATIONS: THE POTENTIAL AND THE PITFALLS
              Shawn Dias, Manitoba Forestry Association
        • THE ECONOMICS OF WOODY BIOMASS AS AN ENERGY SOURCE
              Manitoba Hydro
        • THE REALITY OF GROWING WOODY BIOMASS
              Roger and Marie Haynes, Sleepy Willow Farm
        • FIRING UP THE BIO-BURNER
              Jeff Renton, Pineland Forest Nursery
3:00 pm               WRAP UP and CLOSING REMARKS

WHEN:   Saturday, September 29, 2012, 9:30 am – 3 pm
WHERE: Pete and Irene de Graaf’s biomass plantation
               106 Dunning Road, Narol
ADMISSION: $5.00 

PROGRAM

Woodlot Association of Manitoba

Jim Burns
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Ash borer on the move

There have been no reported sightings of the 
emerald ash borer in Manitoba, but the pest that is 
destroying millions of ash trees in Canada and the 
US is getting closer.

At the end of August, the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency (CFIA) reported that the beetle 
had been found as far east as Laval, Quebec and as 
far west as Bruce County and Manitoulin Island in 
Ontario. That’s still about 1400 km away from 
Kenora.

However, the borer is also moving up from the 
south. Communities just south of Minneapolis are 
now on the front line, and that’s only about 700 km 
away.

CFIA reports that the emerald ash borer attacks 
and kills all species of ash, except mountain ash 
which is not a true ash. With artificial spread, 
where people move infested ash materials and 
firewood to new areas, this insect can quickly 
spread to other areas of Canada.

Other areas are keeping a watchful eye on the 
movement of the ash borer. South Dakota 
agriculture and extension officials are advising 
people not to rush into treating their ash trees with 
pesticides as a preventative measure. 

“Preventative treatments are not advised” said a 
government notice, “until the insect has been 
confirmed within 15 miles of your trees. Since the 
nearest known infestation is in the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul area, about 200 miles from South Dakota, 
there is no need to begin treatments. The best thing 
to do at this time is to plant trees other than ash to 
increase the diversity of tree plantings around the 
state and reduce the future impact of the borer 
when it eventually reaches South Dakota.”

Other areas are instituting quarantines where the 
pest has been sighted. In Manitoba, the 
Conservation, Forestry Branch has been working 
with CFIA to monitor for the emerald ash borer in 
several locations throughout southern Manitoba 
using large green sticky traps.  No borers have 
been found in Manitoba to date.

The emerald ash borer has killed millions of ash 
trees in southwestern Ontario, Michigan and 
surrounding states since it was first discovered in 
North America near Detroit in summer 2002. The 
invasive, wood-eating beetle was most likely 
imported from Asia through improperly treated 
wood material.

In the Dirty ‘30s, farmers spooked by the agonized 
sight of their precious topsoil blowing in the wind 
rushed out in droves to plant shelterbelts in the RM of 
North Cypress.

But now, large-scale potato farmers in the area are 
looking at the long rows of trees as a big headache that 
just get in the way of multimillion-dollar operations.

The tops of the trees interfere with the irrigation pivots 
and aerial spraying, the roots clog the tile drains 
underground, the captured snow leaves fields too wet in 
spring, and the original purpose that they 
served—blocking wind—creates dead areas of poor 
ventilation in the field that makes it easier for late blight 
and other pathogens to thrive.

But when dry conditions come to all that sandy, deeply 
worked soil with no trash cover, the high-tech, modern 
farmers sometimes get a lesson in the wisdom of their 
forefathers, said North Cypress councillor and farmer 
Ralph Oliver, in a presentation at the recent Great Plains 
Windbreak Renovation & Innovation Conference 
sponsored by the USDA and AAFC.

Last spring, for example, airborne topsoil from a 
potato field not protected by a shelterbelt had drifted 
over a road and covered a neighbour’s hay land. The 
only solution was to scrape it up and bring it back.

“It was a relatively small area, but it is indicative of 
what can happen in a very short time period,” said 
Oliver, who has long been a strong advocate for 
preserving and expanding shelterbelt coverage in his 
municipality.

The potato farmer was charged for the cost of the 
work, and the RM staff used the opportunity to use 
“moral persuasion” to try and convince him to 
participate in the local shelterbelt program.

Chris Reynolds, manager of the Whitemud Watershed 
Conservation District, said that the rise of mega-farms in 
the area that sits atop the fertile Assiniboine Delta 
aquifer had dramatically reduced the number of trees 
planted by his organization every year.

“The WWCD’s shelterbelt program has planted 1,700 
miles of trees since it began in 1975. Since then, it has 
seen major ups and downs.  A string of droughts in the 
1980s, for example, led to a spike in shelterbelt planting.

“Who remembers what happened back then? A major 
drought. Suddenly, the program bounced right back up. 
Everybody wanted trees. They knew trees were good,” 
said Reynolds.

At the peak, when 117 miles of shelterbelts were 

Pilot project aims to bring         shelterbelts back
By Daniel Winters
Courtesy of The Manitoba Co-operator

By Sheilla Jones
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planted, the CD had two crews with a total of six 
employees out working all summer. Then in the 1990s, 
budget cuts came along, and the staff was cut to just two.

Farms are getting bigger, the rural population is 
dwindling, and old farm sites and barns are getting 
bulldozed. Sometimes, a shelterbelt planted just a few 
years before gets torn out when the land changes hands.

“This year, we put in five miles. We did not plant a 
single field shelterbelt last year. Everything was yard 
site,” said Reynolds.

The program’s outlook is further clouded by the 
federal government’s plan to shut down the former 
PFRA shelterbelt nursery at Indian Head, which for 
decades supplied free trees to farmers.

Reynolds said that the WWCD’s shelterbelt program 
will continue, but the source of seedlings has yet to be 
determined. Local nurseries might fill the gap, he added.

When a quarter-section of land is converted to potato 
production, the shelterbelts that have protected the fields 
for decades are often the first thing to go, said Oliver. In 
many cases, the only reason they are tolerated is because 
the land is rented, and the renter hasn’t been allowed to 
take them out.

With potatoes typically grown in three-year rotation 
with cereals and other crops, minimum- or no-till 
cropping in those years tends to provide a measure of 
protective cover for the fragile soil, he added. However, 
that could be creating a false sense of security for 
farmers.

The RM is proactively trying to reverse the changes on 
the landscape by finding new ways to sell shelterbelts to 
farmers.

When they realized that the usual pitches such as 
carbon sequestration, the need to maintain wildlife 
corridors, and preserving soil moisture wouldn’t fly with 
farmers determined to squeeze profit from every acre of 
high-value land, they decided to partner with the federal 
Agri-Environment Services Branch (AESB) and WWCD 
in a pilot project to begin in 2013 that will provide 
incentives of $500 per mile to a maximum of $1,000 per 
landowner for re-establishing shelterbelts.

Although not ideal, the shelterbelts under the project 
will be planted on quarter-mile spacing, and use species 
that allow air and snow to flow freely through.

“We are going to work closely with them to see what 
works best in their situation and what they can deal 
with,” said Oliver.

By next year, the RM hopes to convince at least five to 
six farmers to put in a combined 10 miles of infield 
shelterbelts. Showing that big ag and shelterbelts can 

coexist is hoped to set the stage for a lot more interest 
from others in the municipality.

Reynolds said the current attitude among them is that 
“we don’t need it—yet.”

But with compromises from both sides, he hopes that 
offering new options that fit their needs could make the 
program easier to sell.

“We know that shelterbelts provide the right 
ecological services and provide benefits to the area,” 
said Reynolds.

Pilot project aims to bring         shelterbelts back
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PEI: One is more likely to think of potatoes rather than 
trees when talking about Prince Edward Island, but the 
province has just established its own woodlot association. 
Greg Ridgeway has been hired on quarter-time to get the 
word out that PEI has a new organization that is reaching 
out to farmers and landowners. Ridgeway said about one-
hundred people showed up for the inaugural meeting of 
the PEI Woodlot Owners, and nearly 70 people signed up. 
There are ten directors of the PEI woodlot group, and 
they are planning a number of fall activities and getting a 
newsletter started.

BC: The AGM for the BC Federation of Woodlot 
Owners is being held in Fort St. John to celebrate the 
birth of the organization 25 years ago. Road access, 
species at risk, and wood supply from urban interface 
areas are issues that will be discussed.

Alberta: Little has changed in Alberta in the last few 
months. There are essentially no sales from private land. 
Mills are busy with an oversupply of cheap beetle-killed 
wood. The Alberta Woodlot Association is struggling to 
keep up with the costs of running the organization and 
membership is dwindling. A small grant from Alberta 
Sustainable Development is helping offset the costs of 
their magazine. These and other challenges will be 
addressed at their AGM in Hinton.

Manitoba: The only two mills currently operating in 
Manitoba are Louisiana-Pacific (OSB) and Tolko (Kraft 
paper). Both are operating far below capacity. 
Negotiations are currently underway between the 
province, local First Nations and industry for access to 
the Forest Management Licence #1, which is available 
now that Tembec in Pine Falls has shut down 
permanently. This initiative is still at least one-and-a-half 

or two years away from starting up, but would create 
much-needed jobs and also secure a market for private 
wood. Industry is planning on buying about 25 percent 
of its wood supply from private land.

Ontario: There is one pulp mill operating in southern 
Ontario, although the prices they are paying for private 
wood remain low. Emerald ash borer is widespread from 
eastern to western Ontario, and is having an impact at 
the landscape level. The Ontario Woodlot Association is 
still looking at their new business plan, as they are 
facing a 60-percent reduction in funding with a 
reduction in programs they are administering. OWA is 
delivering other services now, but it is only bringing in a 
fraction of the revenue that has been lost. As well, the 
certification program is being reviewed in light of the 
winding down of the Model Forest program.

Quebec: Sawmills are getting busier but prices to 
landowners for wood is still quite low. The association’s 
survey of woodlot owners is nearly complete, and the 
study of the advantage of wood chipping vs trucking 
round-wood is being worked on.

Nova Scotia: The Bowater mill has closed, but the 
New Page Mill in Cape Breton is said to be re-opening. 
Both have been in the public eye recently. There is an 
over-abundance of cheap wood fibre on the market, and 
Northern Pulp is the only company, with prices 
fluctuation between $30 and $35 per tonne. Provincially, 
a new definition of clear-cutting has meant that there is a 
move to have more retention in the cut-blocks according 
to the new guidelines, but there are many issues with 
this new approach such as increased blow-downs.

By Bob Austman

CFWO cross-country report on woodlot issues
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Why become a member of WAM?

As a member you will be promoting active 
stewardship of Manitoba’s Private 
Woodlands. You will also receive a great 
deal, including:

—A Bi-Monthly Newsletter, complete with 
up-to-date information of upcoming events, 
current woodlot/forestry/conservation 
issues, and wood products/services 
available in your area. The Manitoba 
Woodlot newsletter can be mailed to a 
Canadian address or sent by email to a 
member. Using email is an opportunity to 
reduce the use of paper and receive the 
newsletter in colour.

—Access to the Woodlot Library, which is 
stocked full of woodlot-related information.

—Opportunities to Participate in Field 
Days/Demonstrations, Conferences and 
Meetings abut topics related to woodlot 
management.

—Free Ads in our WAM member classified 
section in The Manitoba Woodlot.

—If you operate a commercial woodlot or 
agrowoodlot, the WAM membership fee is 
a tax deductible business expense. WAM 
provides a receipt and member card for 
membership payment by request only.

Membership in WAM is open to individuals 
and businesses. Dues are $30.00. Those 
interested in membership can telephone 
(204) 467-8648.

Until the downturn in the forest industry, private 
woodlots supplied up to 17% of the pulp and saw logs 
needed by the industry, and they generated sales of 
approximately $1.5 billion. Private wood lot owners have 
been severely hit by the downturn. For example, in 
Quebec, the volume of wood shipped by private wood lot 
owners has collapsed by 50%. The situation is said to be 
even worse in western Canadian provinces. 

The forest industry in Canada has often used supplies 
from private lot owners as a residual source of wood, 
which meant that supplies from private wood lot owners 
were used to top up supplies from Crown lands when 
demand for wood products was strong. 

The collapse in demand for wood products therefore 
resulted in the industry cutting off its supplies from private 
wood lot owners first. Not surprisingly in this context, the 
decline in the volume of wood marketed has been generally 
more severe for private wood lot owners than for the 
industry as a whole. Firewood represents the last remaining 
good market for private producers. 

The ecological services (e.g., air purification, water 
filtration, carbon absorption) provided by private forests, 
which are mostly located in the southern part of the country 
and closer to population centres, is only beginning to be 
appreciated. Best forest management practices are therefore 
of paramount importance to enhance this ecological role. 

An aging forest left unmanaged could for example 
become a net carbon emitter through decomposing trees. 
These dead trees release large amounts of carbon dioxide 
as they decay, which could result in the forest becoming a 
carbon source rather than a carbon sink. Private woodlot 
producers are generally not compensated for engaging in 
practices that have environmental benefits. There are few 
exceptions such as the Alternative Land Use Service pilot 
project in Manitoba:

Bob Austman: “In Manitoba we have the Alternative 
Land Use Service pilot project north of the city of Brandon. 
Land owners are paid $75 per acre per year for water 
stewardship, for not bulldozing little woodlots to raise 
cattle, for leaving grass waterways that reduce erosion, for 
planting trees, et cetera. There is a management plan 
involved. No one will get rich on that amount of money, 

FINAL REPORT OF THE STANDING SENATE 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
THE CANADIAN FOREST SECTOR: A FUTURE BASED 
ON INNOVATION
Recommendation 18 
The Committee recommends that Natural Resources 
Canada work with the Department of Finance to 
implement a Personal Silvicultural Savings and 
Investment Plan for private woodlot owners in order to 
enhance their best management practices.
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Membership Application for 2012

New Members $30.00
Renewal Membership $30.00

Name
Mailing Address

Email Address
Telephone

I am particularly interested in the following:

Providing shelter
Wildlife habitat enhancement
Soil and water conservation
Land stewardship
Recreation
Wood products
Specialty or non-traditional products
    (i.e., berries, mushrooms, maple syrup)
Christmas trees
All of the above

Would you like to receive your copy of The 
Manitoba Woodlot via email?
Yes   No 
(A high-speed connection is recommended 
due to the long download time on dial-up.)

Do you require a receipt?  Yes   No 
(WAM provides receipts only upon request.)

Thank you for becoming involved and 
for supporting Manitoba’s private 

forests.

Mail to:
Woodlot Association of Manitoba
c/o Allan Webb, Secretary-Treasurer
Box 43
Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0

but it is an incentive for those who are thinking about 
bulldozing down a 10-acre woodlot to use the land for 
fattening steers for market. The $75 is the tipping point to 
get people in on the program, and it has been very 
successful.“

In an ideal world, private woodlot owners would be 
compensated through market price for practices that have 
environmental benefits. However, since this is not the case, 
communities must sometimes take it upon themselves to 
compensate woodlot owners directly. Given the highly 
community-specific nature of these projects, it is difficult to 
see how the federal government could get involved in this 
type of endeavour. 

One way that the federal government could help private 
wood lot owners adopt best forest management practices is 
through tax policies. A major problem for private wood lot 
owners is that that revenue tends to be very sporadic while 
forest management costs are recurrent. 

On the one hand, harvesting is typically carried out only 
once every several years; revenue could therefore spike in 
harvest years, particularly if the harvest was necessary in 
order to salvage the commercial value of the wood after a 
storm or another natural event.

On the other hand, the cost of forest management 
activities typically recurs every year. Private woodlot 
owners have been lobbying for the introduction of a 
Personal Silvicultural Savings and Investment Plan (PSSIP). 
These individual plans would allow private woodlot owners 
to place up to 100% of their forestry revenues in a tax-
sheltered account for the purpose of making future 
investments in silviculture and other forms of forest 
management. Withdrawing these funds from the account for 
silvicultural investments or non-forestry purposes would 
automatically make them taxable. 

A PSSIP would therefore allow the spreading of revenue 
from wood sales over a certain number of years in order to 
match the cost related to the structure of silvicultural 
activities. This would lower the average tax rate paid by 
woodlot owners and would constitute an important 
incentive to invest in forest management activities despite 
wide annual fluctuations in income. 

The Committee believes that the establishment of a PSSIP 
would be highly beneficial, not only in enhancing the 
forest’s ecological role and improving the economic well-
being of private wood lot owners, but also for rural 
communities.

Indeed, private wood lot owners represent nearly half a 
million families, which means that approximately two 
million Canadians own family woodlots. About 25% of 
rural Canadians have a direct association with a family 
woodlot in their neighbourhood in rural Canada.
Information in this report included testimony before the Senate 
Standing Committee by Bob Austman, First Vice President, CFWO, 
and Daniel Roy, directeur adjoint, Fédération des producteurs de 
bois du Québec, on 2 November 2010. 
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Nyle 200 Kiln complete with controls 
and two fans, $2500. Call Len at 204-
423-2180.

Moulder/Planer, 4-headed. Over 
$9,000.00 in tooling (v joint, flooring, 6 
different casing knives, etc.). Blower 
unit, electrical, 2004 cat, generator, 
60kw. Knives and profiles included. In 
excellent condition. Buyer could be set 
up and running in one day. Asking 
$30,000.00. Call (807) 344-7514.

1999 Model LT 40 Wood-Mizer 
Sawmill. Includes 33 HP Kubota diesel 
motor, power feed, power up/down, 
debarker, auto clutch, shingle maker, 
and lapsider, Lubemizer. Cuts to 36” 
diameter, 21’ long; with bed extension 
up to 27’. Comes on wheels. Excellent 
condition. Asking $18,900.00. 
Telephone (204) 429-2135.

All sizes of slasher, sawmill and cord 
wood new blades. Resharpening used 
22”/42”/48”/50” sawmill blades and 26” 

cord wood blades. Skate sharpener, 
chipper, blower, debarker, planer, 
circular sawmill, bandsaw mill, feller 
buncher ($200,000.00). Used drum roll 
band saw sharpener ($250.00). All types 
of saw blade sharpening equipment. 592 
Talbot Ave., Winnipeg. Contact Norm at 
Dr. Saw (204) 667-6373 or see 
www.drsaw.ca.

EQUIPMENT WANTED
Sawmill equipment and saw blades any 
size, shape and condition. If you want to 
sell/buy logs, lumber and sawmill 
equipment, we can provide you with 
contacts. 592 Talbot Ave., Winnipeg. 
Contact Norm at Dr. Saw (204) 667-
6373 or see www.drsaw.ca.

SERVICES
Manitoba hardwoods. Elm, ash, maple 
custom cutting with Wood-Mizer mill. 
Bob Gass, McCreary, (204) 835-2631.

Saw blade repair/sharpening. We roll, 
tension, straighten and balance saw 
blades (instead of hammering). All types 

of saw blades and tools sharpened. Weld 
all types of carbide tip saws (Slasher and 
Feller Buncher teeth). 592 Talbot Ave., 
Winnipeg. Contact Norm at Dr. Saw (204) 
667-6373 or see www.drsaw.ca.

SAWLOGS WANTED
Interested in purchasing any type of saw 
log you have available. Contact Roger in 
Roseile at (204) 828-3386.

LUMBER FOR SALE
Timber Quota 41 cords softwood annual 
allowable cut $4500. Call Len at 204-423-
2180.

Hardwood lumber: oak, ash and 
basswood. Air dried. Various sizes and 
prices. Contact Roger in Roseile at (204) 
828-3386.

MISC. FOR SALE
Two cases of mesh tree guards, with 500 
per box. Price 20-cents per guard. Contact 
Barry at 204-423-2273.

WAM members advertise for free in Classifieds. Email wameditor@shaw.ca to place an ad.




