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Wisdom in the Woods

Continued on page 2

Foresters cautiously optimistic as mills re-open
By Bob Austman
Vice-President, Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners

Spring, or “mud season” as it’s known in the forestry 
business, has finally arrived, and with it comes optimism 
as the markets for wood start to move again.

Here in Manitoba, there is renewed interest in the 
former Tembec forest licence area. Two companies are 
planning to locate there.

One company (Kenora Forest Products, also known as 
Prendiville Industries) will build a sawmill to create 
engineered wood known as cross-laminated timber. The 
adjoining plant, Ainsworth Energy, will process wood 
waste into biodiesel, with a huge customer base in the 
U.S. This will create 350 jobs in the next 5 years. There 
is also a strong firewood market, as rural people install 
boilers to heat their homes and workshops.

For some, spring comes as a welcome relief from the 

long winter. For others, it will mean a shutdown of 
harvesting activity, when forestry contractors park their 
machines, sharpen blades, and do routine maintenance. 
 It’s also time to pause and reflect on what has been an 
interesting couple of months.

The feeling right across Canada on our Canadian 
Federation of Woodlot Owners teleconference in early 
March is that the forest industry has hit rock bottom. 
Over the past several years, many mills have closed. 
Corporate mergers were common. Many forestry 
workers left the field and headed west to work in the 
oilsands. Older machinery was cut up and sold as scrap.

All this is part of the metamorphosis of the forest 
industry. To continue with the butterfly analogy, the 
industry has been, in the last several years, hunkered 
down inside a cocoon. Now it’s emerging, and ready to 

Biomass markets still evolving

The bright fire in the Blue Flame Stoker at Providence College in 
Otterburne attracts a lot of attention during the 6th Annual Biomass 
Workshop in March.

WAM AGM • Saturday, April 13, 2013 at 9:30 am
• Meeting: Boreal Woods Nature Centre, Beaconia
• Tour: The Canadian Birch Company, Grand Marais

Details and directions
on pages 6 and 7

Continued on page 5

The 6th Annual Biomass Workshop was a fast-paced and 
interesting day. The event, hosted March 8 by Providence University 
College & Seminary in Otterburne, covered a lot of territory, but 
confirmed the reality that biomass is still an evolving technology in 
Manitoba.

What does that means to woodlot owners as far as supplying raw 
material? Well, the market is still developing. Bruce Duggan, 
director of the College’s Buller Centre for Business and a leading 
voice in biomass as a fuel source, is working on what is called the 
Biomass Brokerage Manitoba. It would bring the buyers and sellers 
of biomass material together, but it will require more support, 
possibly from government to get off the ground.

The day included a tour of the barn that houses the Blue Flame 
Stoker, built in Headingley, as part of the college’s switch from 
natural gas to biomass for heating. The biomass project is part of the 

By Randy Charney

• The trials of growing biomass, page 8
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spread its wings as spring approaches. Prices for lumber 
are rising. Mills are re-opening.

There is a sense of optimism, in both eastern and 
western Canada, with talk of a lumber shortage as early 
as this fall.

There is evidence of another forestry “Super Cycle” 
taking place. The global economy is improving. Lumber 
is moving again, which is normal for a nation coming out 
of recession. However, it’s even bigger than that.

People in the BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia, India, 
and China) have an enormous middle class developing. 
These people buy books, paper towel, and yes, even 
houses built from wood, causing even more demand.

The European Union recently mandated that 20% of its 
energy must come from renewable sources. Yes, pellet 
fuel... from Canadian forests. This is giving rise to 
demand for lower grade pulpwood, which has been 
nearly impossible to sell for the last few years.

In British Columbia, woodlot owners are getting calls 
for Douglas Fir sawlogs. Alberta is still trying to mill up 
the enormous amount of beetle-killed wood in the 
northwest part of the province. It’s a shame that most of 
it on crown land is being bulldozed and burned, as it is 
too far from market to ship it profitably.

Don’t break out the champagne just yet, but there is 
optimism in the forest once again. Private woodlot 
owners in Quebec sell their wood through local 
marketing boards, and they have just released their 2012 
sales figures. Four million cubic metres of wood came 
off private land in 2012, compared with 3.1 million the 
year before. That is nearly a 25 percent increase in one 
year!

On the down side, the Emerald Ash Borer is creating 
havoc in southern and western Ontario. Millions of ash 
trees are now standing dead. The Mountain Pine Beetle 
is now in the Cypress Hills of Saskatchewan, having 
hitched a ride on south winds from Montana.

Severe wind and snow storms has caused massive 
blowdowns throughout western Canada. These 
blowdowns caused a huge fuel load in the forest, and 
there is concern about the risk of massive forest fires if 
this summer turns out to be as dry as last summer.

Woodlot owners are as resilient as the trees they grow. 
We’ve weathered tough times before, and we will do it 
again. Let’s hope an economy hungry for wood fibre 
rewards us with a better price for our efforts than what 
they’ve seen in the last few years. Happy woodlotting!

PS: The best time to plant a tree was 30 years ago. The 
next best time is this spring!

Optimism in forestry as 
mills re-open
Continued from front page
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Trees die in large numbers when the Emerald Ash Borer 
infests ash trees, but that may be deadly for humans, too. 
That’s the result of a recent study published in the 
February issue of the American Journal of Preventative 
Medicine. 

The massive die-off of ash trees in the eastern and mid 
western United States due to the fact that the borer has 
stripped many towns and cities of significant tree cover. 
The loss of 100-million trees to the borer provided 
researchers with a rare opportunity to study the direct 
impact of such a large-scale deforestation on human 
health.

Researchers examined the impact on the health of 
people living in nearly 1,300 counties in 15 American 
states where at least one Emerald Ash Borer had been 
reported. The study concluded that the borer was 
associated with more than 21,000 additional deaths due to 
cardiovascular and lower respiratory-tract-related illness.

 “There’s a natural tendency,” said forestry researcher 
Geoffrey Donovan, “to see our findings and conclude 
that, surely, the higher mortality rates are because of some 
confounding variable, like income or education, and not 
the loss of trees. But we saw the same pattern repeated 
over and over in counties with very different demographic 
makeups.”

The two diseases studied were chosen because 
cardiovascular disease is the number one most common 
cause of death in the US and lower respiratory disease is 
number three. The two health issues are correlated to high 
stress levels, lack of physical activity and poor air quality. 
They are plausibly linked to trees, or the lack of trees, 
since the natural environment has been shown to decrease 
stress, increase physical activity and improve air quality.

What surprised researchers was how quickly an 
infestation of Emerald Ash borers increased human 
deaths. They had expected there to be several years of lag 
time from the first reporting of the borer until there was a 
measureable impact on mortality. It can take 2-5 years for 
an ash tree to die after the borer infestation, and they 
didn’t expect to see a significant impact until a large 
number of trees had died.

Instead, they found an increase in human deaths almost 
immediately, and identified two factors. As soon as the 
borer is detected, some counties immediately start cutting 
down healthy trees to prevent its spread. 

“In addition, there is often extensive media coverage 
when the borer is first detected in a county, which may 
cause some of the same stressful responses as tree 
mortality.”

The research also showed that wealthier people were hit 

harder by the health impacts. They suggested that higher 
income families tend to live where there are more trees, 
and the loss of trees, once the borer moves in, has more 
effect on them. 

Donovan said that the research team could not draw a 
specific link between the higher mortality rates and the 
loss of trees. The authors noted that this was an 
observational study and the results await confirmation.

But the study does raise larger concerns. The borer 
infestation has resulted in the loss of more than 100-
million ash trees so far, and has had a measureable 
impact on human health. There are estimated to be 7.5-
billion ash trees in the United States, and the emerald ash 
borer is fatal to all 22 species of them.

The emerald ash borer is native to East Asia, but was 
discovered in North America near Detroit and Windsor in 
2002.

By Sheilla Jones

Is the Emerald Ash Borer deadly for humans?

The extent of the Emerald Ash Borer infestation from 
2002 to 2010, highlighted in colour. 
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Province’s Community-led Emissions Reduction 
(CLER) program. The CLER program is 
contributing $84,000 of the $500,000 for the 
biomass program, with the balance coming from 
the federal government and Providence College.

The workshop began with representatives from 
Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives 
and Manitoba Conservation and Water 
Stewardship delivering greetings to the crowd.

The first panel discussion dealt with policy and 
markets. Some of the key points from this group 
were:

-Policy is holding back progress, and so is 
cheap energy, i.e., hydro, gas.

-Brazil successfully uses biomass energy with 
no government subsidies.

-The business model should pay producers.
-Revenue from the new coal tax should be directed to 

biomass support programs.
-Manitoba Hydro is not mandated to create alternative 

energy sources.
- Storage: where to keep the biomass material?
-Export market: use export sales to develop local market.
-Initially a combustion approach to replace coal.
-Economics have changed, so public policy is changing, 

along with changes to technology and bioprocessing value 
chain, cheap shale gas, smaller gas-fired plants to replace 
large coal fired plants.

-Biomass harvest requires an efficient supply chain.
-Marginal lands produce marginal results.
Next up was a panel comprised mostly of Manitoba-

based companies discussing production and supply.
Jason Praski of Titan Clean Energy Projects described 

how his Saskatoon-based company processes commercial 
and industrial waste products such as wood and railway 
ties. They produce wood chip boiler fuel, bulk absorbents, 
and biochar for soil reclamation and carbon sequestration.

Following Jason was Stephane Gauthier, whose La 
Broquerie-based company Biovalco produces biomass 
cubes, straw processing equipment, and densified products 
such as Simply Straw. Stephane described the ups and 
downs his company has gone through to survive in an 
emerging industry, including partnering with a major 
corporation.

Arnold Reimer of Spruce Woods Loggers, whose 
Arborg-based company’s main focus is timber products, 
spoke about his by-products, wood chips and sawdust. 
Previously, his company had shipped wood chips to Pine 
Falls for processing. Now, a lot of it is sent to Kenora, 

with profit eaten up by shipping costs.
Finally, Cory Smit, of Flax Power, based in Carman, 

explained how his company takes waste flax shives and 
turns them into fire logs. This flax is the by-product of 
making cigarette paper.

After what was the best lunch I’ve ever had in a school 
cafeteria, the next panel discussion began. This panel, 
technology and user, included industrial biomass users 
such as Pineland Nursery of Hadashville, and Graymont, 
of Faulkner. This was balanced out by farm biomass 
users, Russ Wight of Fannystelle, and Curtis Hiebert of 
Sperling. 

The industrial users burn biomass such as salvaged 
wood construction waste material, forestry material, peat 
moss, waste animal feed, forest fire material. The biomass 
furnace of the industrial users, including Providence 
College, was the Blue Stoker, built in Headingley. Decker 
Brand Boilers had a booth at this conference as well.

Manitoba Hydro, under their PowerSmart Industrial 
program, provided a presentation which included a 
description of the Biomax 100. This system burns 
biomass materials to create syngas, which is loosely 
described as like natural gas. This is fed into an engine 
attached to a generator. The by-product is heat, which can 
be stored in a tank to offset heating requirements. 

The day wrapped up with an overview of Providence’s 
biomass initiative provided by Bruce Duggan, and a tour 
of their biomass heating plant. 

If you are interested in learning more about biomass, 
Manitoba’s clean energy strategy is available online, 
check out the government website. Also, Biofibe2013 is 
coming up, October 15-17, 2013 in Winnipeg, their 
website is www.biofibe.com.

The barn on the Providence College campus was moved in 
February 2011 to a new cement foundation. It houses the campus 
biomass heating system’s boiler. Photos by Randy Charney

Continued from front page

Companies present biomass burning options
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AGM: The Boreal Woods Nature Centre is about 45 
minutes northeast of Winnipeg on Hwy 59, just 30 
metres past Road 100. Watch for signs. 

Tour: The Canadian Birch Company is in Grand 
Marais, up Hwy 59 from the Nature Centre. Turn left 
onto Hwy 12 and drive into Grand Marais. Watch for 
signs. 

 • Boreal 
   Woods
   Nature 
   Centre

The Canadian
Birch Co.         •

Rory Hart drills a hole to 
tap a smaller tree, as 
part of a study to 
determine if tapping 
trees smaller than eight 
inches in diameter is 
viable.

Glenda Hart is 
tapping a tree for 
birch sap and 
setting up the 
tubing in the pail to 
collect it.

Tapping birch trees in Grand Marais

It's spring and the sap is rising. And that means it's time for Rory 
and Glenda Hart, owners of The Canadian Birch Company to start 
tapping trees. Glenda will be telling WAM members all about it at 
the AGM on April 13.

WAM membership renewals

Directions

It's time to renew your WAM membership for 
2013. You can fill out the renewal form on 
page 11, or you can renew your membership 
at the AGM.

Photos courtesy of Glenda Hart
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WAM AGM
A sticky business: Producing birch syrup

When: Saturday, April 13, 2013

Where: Boreal Woods Nature Centre, Beaconia

Cost: Lunch is $10

AGENDA

9:30-10:30 Coffee and registration

10:30-12:00 Business meeting:
Reports from the board
Election of 2013 WAM board

Presentations:
Manitoba Forestry Association
Manitoba Model Forest
Forestry Products News

12:00-1:00 Lunch catered by Wavers

1:00 Feature Speaker: Glenda Hart, 
The Canadian Birch Company

2:30 Tour: The Canadian Birch 
Company operation in Grand 
Marais, just five minutes from the 
Nature Centre. 

Door prizes

• The WAM board welcomes nominations for board positions. You can contact a board member to let them know 
   you want your name to stand, or you can make nominations from the floor at the AGM. WAM is your 
    organization, and it is as strong as you make it.
• It is "mud season" so it's a good idea to come prepared with waterproof boots, rubbers, Wellies or whatever you 
   need to keep your feet dry for the tour.
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The challenge of growing and 
harvesting woody biomass

By Irene de Graaf
There is a line in a John Lennon song that says: Life is 

what happens while you're busy making other plans. For 
Pete and me, the plantation is what happened while we 
were busy making plans for retirement.

Pete and I own 100 acres about thirty minutes north of 
Portage and Main. After my parents passed away, we 
purchased part of my family's century farm. In 2005, we 
were getting close to retiring from our "city" jobs and 
were trying to figure out how we could maintain the 
agricultural heritage of "our hundred acre" farm.

My parents were mixed farmers—cereal grains, 
potatoes and other vegetables. Since Pete and I had day 
jobs in the city, we had leased our acreage to local 
farmers who seeded a rotation of grains, canola and 
legumes.

However, the farm is one of the Red River lots that 
was surveyed for the Selkirk settlers. The original 
property was 600-feet wide and about five miles long in 
order to have provided the settlers with access to water, 
pasture and woodlots. Our property is only a portion of 
the family farm but it is still only 600-feet wide.

These days it is increasingly difficult to find a farmer 
to rent the land because today's large farm equipment is 
hard to operate on such a narrow piece. We had 
discussed seeding a permanent forage crop.

Both Pete and I grew up on vegetable farms so we 
knew from experience that vegetable farming was more 
work than we wanted in our retirement. One day I 
listening to a radio interview on my lunch break and I 
heard about the Forest 2020 program that dealt with 
planting poplar and willow for biomass, bioenergy, 
lumber and carbon credits. As an agricultural engineer, 
Pete was familiar with the terms biomass and bioenergy, 
et al. but I had an upward learning curve. It seemed as 
though growing poplar and willow might require fewer 
inputs in time, energy and finances than the traditional 
crops. After all, these kinds of trees grew like weeds. At 
that time, his idea about weeds did not register as being 
ominous.

The day after I heard the interview about the Forest 
2020 program, I contacted the project coordinator at 
Canadian Forest Service. The representative explained 
that Forest 2020 was an experimental program. He 
thought that our site would be excellent: the land is 
fertile; it borders on an all-weather road and it is only 
forty minutes to the airport, which makes it ideal for 
demonstration purposes.

Unfortunately, the Forest Service had already selected 

its prairie sites. We were put on a waiting list for the next 
prairie planting. However, within a week, the Forest 
Service rep phoned to say that he was able to secure 
enough poplar and willow to plant the entire one hundred 
acres and asked to inspect the property. Forest Services 
clearly explained that the program was in the experimental 
stage.

Pete and I were excited about the prospect of 
participating in the experiment. However, we hadn't 
anticipated that it would happen so suddenly.

We didn't have enough time to prepare the land. It had 
been cropped with modern fertilizers and herbicides but I 
knew that when bare land is exposed to sunlight and 
moisture every weed seed that had lain dormant for fifty 
years would germinate. I thought the land should have 
been left fallow for at least one year to allow the weeds 
and the cereal and canola volunteer seeds to germinate.

Knowing what I know now about weeds and little trees, I 
would have summer fallowed for two or three years before 
planting the trees. Many others who claim to be experts 
vehemently disagree.  I know that we had more weeds than 
we could have envisioned.

We entered the Forest 2020 program in April 2005. It 
was a very wet spring, so we couldn't get on the land to 
cultivate or to spray for weed control. The planting 
deadline was June 28. With the assistance of a contract 
with a team of planters from the Brokenhead First Nation, 
Canadian Forest Services was able to start planting on June 
25, 2005.

There are two distinct segments in our plantation. Eighty 
acres is a poplar afforestation project. The poplar stems 
were planted on a 2.5 metre square grid at a rate of 650 
stems per acre. The planting grid allowed for initial 
cultivation east/west, north/south and diagonally.

The purpose of an afforestation plantation is to produce 
bioenergy, bioproducts, lumber and carbon credits. It was 
estimated that the trees would be ready for harvest in 15 to 
20 years. It was also anticipated that there would have 
been an opportunity to sell carbon credits. The carbon 
trading market has not, however, yet developed in Canada.

The remaining twenty acres was planted with willow and 
poplar for the purpose of concentrated bioenergy. In this 
plot, the stems were planted in a linear pattern of three 
tightly spaced rows that are approximately twelve inches 
apart separated by a wider space of three feet. About 6,500 
stems were planted per acre which is a concentration ten 
times higher than the poplar plantation. The tight planting 
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pattern, however, makes it difficult to cultivate for weed 
control. In this concentrated bioenergy plot, the plan was 
to cut and bale the whips for fuel. The roots generate new 
growth so there is the potential for a harvest every two or 
three years.

You will notice that Pete and I call the plantation our 
retirement project, not our retirement income. With the 
afforestration plot, the carbon trading markets have not 
been developed. With the concentrated bioenergy plot, the 
willow and poplar biomass was ready for harvest in 2008 
but the experimental harvester-baler wasn’t. It was 
scheduled to be at our plantation at the end of October but 
was broken down half-way across the country.

The window of opportunity for harvesting on the 
prairies is quite small. The biomass trees are harvested 
every three years after freeze-up but before the snow 
falls. We soon became familiar with the challenges of 
harvesting our biomass crop. Because the trees must be 
harvested close to the ground, the soil could not be wet 
because the mud would damage the cutters. In addition, 
the large balers would make large ruts in wet soil and the 
large ruts tend to fill with water. The trees are not an 
annual crop so it isn’t possible to cultivate to level ruts. 
Since the trees have to be cut close to ground level, it isn't 
possible to harvest after there is a significant snowfall. 
Again, the cutters will be damaged if the ground isn't 
visible.

Instead of a first harvest, we had lots and lots of mud, 
then lots of early snow but no harvester and no market. 
The problem we were facing was that the whips would be 
too big for the cutters next season. They had to be 
harvested.

Under the circumstances, we had little choice; we put 
the chainsaws to work. After we cut the concentrated 
willow and poplar, which were ten-foot whips, we 
dragged the whips into stacks at the edge of the 
plantation. The stacks dried until spring and then we 
made big bonfires. What a waste of biomass fuel!  We 

had to remind ourselves that this was an experimental 
project.

The bioenergy plot was ready for its second harvest in 
November 2011 and we added more challenges to our 
list. Unbelievably cold weather and fierce winds plagued 
our attempts to harvest. When the baler finally arrived in 
the evening, the weather was so cold that Pete had to 
build a shelter around the machine and keep the diesel 
engine warm with propane heaters so that it would start 
in the morning. The baler started and lots of people 
attended the demonstration.

Fortunately, there were warm up shelters with a good 
supply of hot beverages, soup and chili. The 
demonstration showed that the experimental baler 
requires some adjustments as there was a lot of wastage. 
In the spring, Pete hand raked the whips that had been 
left behind. It appeared as though as many whips were 
dropped as were baled.

The biomass crop is ready for harvest every three 
years but there is no market. There is no supply chain 
from our field to the end user. Our 2011 crop was 
delivered to the Pineland nursery in Hadashville, where 
the bales were weighed and are being dried for fuel. The 
data are still being collected and analyzed.

Several different varieties of poplar and willow were 
planted to help determine which varieties were most 
suited to our soil conditions and our climate zone. As 
well, different kinds of stock were planted. Some stems 
had roots; others were bare little sticks like wooden 
pencils. Surprisingly, with some varieties, the bare sticks 
seems to establish themselves better and more quickly 
than the stock with roots. FYI: With the bare sticks it is 
important to plant with the bud end up.

Weeds have been a constant challenge in the 
afforestation project and in the concentrated bioenergy 
plot. For the first three years, the weeds were growing as 
fast as the trees. Pete was cultivating constantly. I had a 
crew of field workers who were hoeing and hand 
weeding. Fighting one-hundred acres of weeds with no 
income was a strain. At present there is no hand hoeing 
being done, and in some of the areas, the trees are too 
big to allow the tractor and cultivator through. The 
thistle is often shoulder high.

For seven years we have had challenges and joys with 
our plantation. Clearly some of the varieties are thriving; 
others are barely surviving. We’ve lost some of the trees 

Continued on page 10

A biomass baler demonstration on the de Graaf biomass 
plantation in December 2011 left a lot of willow whips to 
be raked up the following spring.
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Why become a member of WAM?

As a member you will be promoting active 
stewardship of Manitoba’s Private 
Woodlands. You will also receive a great 
deal, including:

—A Bi-Monthly Newsletter, complete with 
up-to-date information of upcoming events, 
current woodlot/forestry/conservation 
issues, and wood products/services 
available in your area. The Manitoba 
Woodlot newsletter can be mailed to a 
Canadian address or sent by email to a 
member. Using email is an opportunity to 
reduce the use of paper and receive the 
newsletter in colour.

—Access to the Woodlot Library, which is 
stocked full of woodlot-related information.

—Opportunities to Participate in Field 
Days/Demonstrations, Conferences and 
Meetings about topics related to woodlot 
management.

—Free Ads in our WAM member classified 
section in The Manitoba Woodlot.

—If you operate a commercial woodlot or 
agrowoodlot, the WAM membership fee is 
a tax deductible business expense. WAM 
provides a receipt and member card for 
membership payment by request only.

Membership in WAM is open to individuals 
and businesses. Dues are $30.00. Those 
interested in membership can telephone 
(204) 467-8648.

to weather damage. When the trees were about four 
years old, a fierce windstorm blew through the 
plantation and thousands of trees were blown over 
and/or uprooted. We tried our best to replant them but 
many of those trees have been prone to subsequent 
breakage and disease. Also, we’ve had a couple of 
winters where there has been a freeze/thaw cycle. As a 
result, the bark has split on some of the varieties and the 
trees have subsequently been damaged by disease and 
insects.

Growing plantations is called agroforestry. We’re 
farmers. We accept that we can’t do anything about 
damage by the weather. Most of our neighbours enjoy 
and respect the plantation. After all, it breaks the wind. It 
is lovely to look at. It is fun for walking. It is a source of 
new birds and animals. However, we have learned that 
not everyone understands that the trees are an 
agricultural crop.

One of our biggest frustrations has been intentional 
damage by dirt bikes, snowmobiles, ATVs and four-
wheel drive monster trucks looking for a thrill. 
Trespassing and damage by the dirt bikes, snowmobiles 
and ATVs is ongoing.

In 2007 on the night before Halloween, hundreds of 

Continued from page 9

Trials of growing biomass
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Membership Application for 2013

New Members $30.00
Renewal Membership $30.00

Name
Mailing Address

Email Address
Telephone

I am particularly interested in the following:

Providing shelter
Wildlife habitat enhancement
Soil and water conservation
Land stewardship
Recreation
Wood products
Specialty or non-traditional products
    (i.e., berries, mushrooms, maple syrup)
Christmas trees
All of the above

Would you like to receive your copy of The 
Manitoba Woodlot via email?
Yes   No 
(A high-speed connection is recommended 
due to the long download time on dial-up.)

Do you require a receipt?  Yes   No 
(WAM provides receipts only upon request.)

Thank you for becoming involved and 
for supporting Manitoba’s private 

forests.

Mail to:
Woodlot Association of Manitoba
c/o Allan Webb, Secretary-Treasurer
Box 43
Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0

trees were damaged by vehicles whose drivers appeared 
to be racing or playing “chicken” with the trees. Even 
though there were many pieces of the damaged vehicles 
left behind, the perpetrators were never caught. 
Needless, senseless, deliberate damage—it was crying 
time for Irene.

Yes, we had joys and challenges. Watching the leaves 
flush each spring is inspiring. Watching the weeds sprout 
is demoralizing. Seeing the trees grow to a height of 
twenty feet in seven years is thrilling. Experiencing 
more work than we could have ever imagined is muscle-
building. Knowing that we are seven years into the 
project with no markets for the bales or the carbon 
credits is disheartening.

In retrospect, we know that it all happened too fast. We 
didn’t have time to prepare the soil or prepare a proper 
business plan. We put the crop in first because the 
opportunity presented itself, and now were trying to 
figure out what to do with it. That’s backwards!

If we had known in the beginning what we were 
getting into, I’m not certain that we would have done it.

My father spent his youth clearing our land—largely 
poplar and willow—by hand and by horse. If he saw me 
putting the land back into trees, he has probably been 
having an unholy tantrum on the “other” side of the 
weeds.
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Nyle 200 Kiln complete with controls 
and two fans, $2500. Call Len at 204-
423-2180.

Moulder/Planer, 4-headed. Over 
$9,000.00 in tooling (v joint, flooring, 6 
different casing knives, etc.). Blower 
unit, electrical, 2004 cat, generator, 
60kw. Knives and profiles included. In 
excellent condition. Buyer could be set 
up and running in one day. Asking 
$30,000.00. Call (807) 344-7514.

1999 Model LT 40 Wood-Mizer 
Sawmill. Includes 33 HP Kubota diesel 
motor, power feed, power up/down, 
debarker, auto clutch, shingle maker, 
and lapsider, Lubemizer. Cuts to 36” 
diameter, 21’ long; with bed extension 
up to 27’. Comes on wheels. Excellent 
condition. Asking $18,900.00. 
Telephone (204) 429-2135.

All sizes of slasher, sawmill and cord 
wood new blades. Resharpening used 
22”/42”/48”/50” sawmill blades and 26” 

cord wood blades. Skate sharpener, 
chipper, blower, debarker, planer, 
circular sawmill, bandsaw mill, feller 
buncher ($200,000.00). Used drum roll 
band saw sharpener ($250.00). All types 
of saw blade sharpening equipment. 592 
Talbot Ave., Winnipeg. Contact Norm at 
Dr. Saw (204) 667-6373 or see 
www.drsaw.ca.

EQUIPMENT WANTED
Sawmill equipment and saw blades any 
size, shape and condition. If you want to 
sell/buy logs, lumber and sawmill 
equipment, we can provide you with 
contacts. 592 Talbot Ave., Winnipeg. 
Contact Norm at Dr. Saw (204) 667-
6373 or see www.drsaw.ca.

SERVICES
Manitoba hardwoods. Elm, ash, maple 
custom cutting with Wood-Mizer mill. 
Bob Gass, McCreary, (204) 835-2631.

Saw blade repair/sharpening. We roll, 
tension, straighten and balance saw 
blades (instead of hammering). All types 

of saw blades and tools sharpened. Weld 
all types of carbide tip saws (Slasher and 
Feller Buncher teeth). 592 Talbot Ave., 
Winnipeg. Contact Norm at Dr. Saw (204) 
667-6373 or see www.drsaw.ca.

SAWLOGS WANTED
Interested in purchasing any type of saw 
log you have available. Contact Roger in 
Roseile at (204) 828-3386.

LUMBER FOR SALE
Timber Quota 41 cords softwood annual 
allowable cut $4500. Call Len at 204-423-
2180.

Hardwood lumber: oak, ash and 
basswood. Air dried. Various sizes and 
prices. Contact Roger in Roseile at (204) 
828-3386.

MISC. FOR SALE
Two cases of mesh tree guards, with 500 
per box. Price 20-cents per guard. Contact 
Barry at 204-423-2273.

Advertising rates: full-page $100; half-page $50; business-card $25; classifieds free for WAM members




