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Wisdom in the Woods

Model Forest 
launches new work 
plan despite federal 
funding loss

Despite funding challenges, the Manitoba Model 
Forest (MBMF) has expanded its role to include 
management of the Canadian Model Forest Network and 
the Model Forest in Indonesia.

This year represents one of significant change for 
MBMF. The organization was formed in 1992 as a 
mechanism to promote the involvement of local 
communities in the decisions that affect the use and 
management of natural resources in our region, to 
develop new and innovative tools for sustainable forest 
management, to assist in the development of other 
natural resource-based economic opportunities and to 
inform and engage educators, students and the general 
public around issues of sustainable development.

For more than 20 years, the MBMF has benefitted 
from core funding provided by Natural Resources 
Canada: first through the Canadian Model Forest 
Program, and more recently through the Forest 
Communities Program. With this funding, hundreds of 
projects with communities, industries, other non-
governmental organizations and universities were 
completed in Manitoba since 1992, totalling more than 
$20 million.

By Bob Austman

Negotiations on new Pine Falls sawmill break down
Talks have broken down over plans for a forestry 

licence and sawmill that would have filled the large gap 
left when the Tembec mill at Pine Falls shut down.

Negotiations between the province, Kenora Forest 
Products, and four First Nations on the east side of Lake 
Winnipeg ended last month without resolution.

In the Winnipeg River Echo, it was reported that the 
province had transferred ownership of FML 1 (Forest 
Management License 1), formerly owned by Tembec, to 
the four First Nations. This is indeed not the case, and 
the ownership of the wood supply still rests with the 

Crown.
Talks have not resumed, and according to officials with 

Kenora Forest Products, which is owned by Prendiville 
Industries, “the ball is in their court if they (First 
Nations) want to talk” 

The multi-million dollar mill slated for construction in 
2015 would have brought 350 jobs to the area.  It would 
also have created a market for wood from private 
woodlots. This kind of market is sorely needed by 
landowners, some of whom are sitting on some over-
mature wood in need of harvesting and renewal.

Don and Muriel Taplin check the firebox in the biomass 
furnace at Providence College during the WAM AGM in 
Otterburne. More on the AGM on pages 4 and 5.

Continued on page 3

The business of biomass
  Manitoba is rich in biomass, but turning 
biomass into a profitable business is still a 
challenge. Learn more about:
  • the opportunities for producing 
      bioproducts
  • the challenges in the supply chain
  • how the government can help
                 See pages 8 to 11
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    The Manitoba Woodlot is published six times annually as a 
service to the membership of the Woodlot Association of 
Manitoba (WAM). 
    WAM seeks to promote an understanding of sustainable 
woodlot management, increase income and employment 
potential for the woodlot sector, promote the use of woodlot 
products in the place of non-renewable and imported 
products, and develop human resources in woodlot 
management.
    WAM represents the interests of our members within the 
Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners (CFWO). The 
CFWO makes those interests known to forestry ministers at 
both levels of government.
    WAM also has a representative to the Manitoba Model 
Forest, another organization that promotes sustainable 
management of Manitoba’s wooded areas.
    WAM is a non-profit organization led by a volunteer Board 
of Directors, which meets monthly. Our Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) is held each year before the end of March 
and is open to all members in good standing.

Woodlot Association of Manitoba 
Board of Directors 2014/2015

   
   President: Irene de Graaf, Narol, (204) 661-2068

president@woodlotmanitoba.com
   Secretary-Treasurer:

Allan Webb, Stonewall (204) 467-8648
secretary@woodlotmanitoba.com

   Past President: Len Riding, St. Malo
   Directors:

•Mike James, Winnipeg, Beaconia
•Bob Austman, Beausejour

 •Tom Dykstra, Balmoral
•Bruce MacLeod, Winnipeg
•Louise Matthewson, Gimli
•Clint Pinder, Stony Mountain
•Chris Matthewson, Oakbank

THE MANITOBA WOODLOT
Editor: Sheilla Jones

Email: editor@woodlotmanitoba.com
Website: woodlotmanitoba.com

Woodlot Association of Manitoba
900 Corydon Ave., Winnipeg, MB  R3M 0Y4

The environmental movement in Manitoba lost an 
enthusiastic champion with the death of Jim Potton at the 
end of March.

Potton, 75, was a director of the Manitoba Forestry 
Association for more than 25 years, but is best known for 
being the driving force behind the annual Envirothon.

The MFA has offered the Manitoba Envirothon for 17 
years. The program provides Manitoba's high school 
students with a fun way to learn about the environment 
and current issues. Envirothon is a hands-on learning 
program which helps students develop important skills 
such as critical thinking, study skills and team work.

According to the MFA, more than 2,200 Manitoba 
students have participated in the program over the past 
ten years. 

Potton devoted his career to the world of parks and 
trees. After receiving a Master's Degree in Recreational 
Management from the University of Minnesota, he spent 
six years as a Park Ranger for the US National Parks 
Service in Hawaii, Wyoming, and Montana. In 1968, he 
moved to Canada to work for the Alberta Provincial 
Government as Assistant Deputy Minister of Parks, and 
then to Manitoba as Director of Parks.

More recently, it was the Envirothon that was the focus 
of his passion.  Potton served as Chair since its inception 
in the province in 1997. He also represented Manitoba on 
the North American Envirothon Committee and served as 
a Director for three years.

Potton was most recently recognized for his efforts in 
2011, when he was inducted into the Envirothon Hall of 
Fame and in 2013, when he received The Order of the 
Buffalo Hunt, one of the Province's highest honours.

Donations to the Manitoba Envirothon in memory of 
Jim Potton can be made by contacting the MFA or on-
line at www.thinktrees.org.

MFA Envirothon champion dies

Jim Potton, long-time 
director of the 
Manitoba Forestry 
Association and 
chairman of the 
Manitoba Envirothon, 
passed away in 
March.

Photo courtesy of 
Government of Manitoba
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Federal core funding came to an end in March 2014, 
and this new fiscal year will be the first without such 
base funding. Canada is still recovering from an 
economic downturn, and project-based funding has also 
become increasingly rare, and more limited.

With this in mind, the MBMF Board of Directors will 
undertake a strategic planning process in order to identify 
a sustainable path forward for our organization.

Our Annual Work Plan covers the period from April 1, 
2014 to March 31, 2015, and covers four key theme areas.

• Partnerships in Natural Resource Management
The MBMF Committee for Cooperative Moose 

Management and the Eastern Manitoba Woodland 
Caribou Advisory Committee will continue to meet, 
providing important multi-stakeholder avenues for the 
development of recommendations and strategies for 
managing two important wildlife species in eastern 
Manitoba.

• Education for Sustainable Development 
The MBMF will continue its strong legacy of engaging 

educators, students and the general public in education 
initiatives designed to inform about all aspects of natural 
resource management. This will consist of school 
presentations and field trips, teacher professional 
development workshops, the MBMF Summer Institute 
for Teachers, the new MBMF KEY to the Forest 
environmental monitoring course for youth, and a new 
collaboration with Lord Selkirk School Division to 
develop their Albert Beach Interpretive Trail.

• Core Operations
In addition to regular Board meetings, the Board of 

Directors will undertake a strategic planning process that 
will determine the transition required to make the MBMF 
a sustainable entity. This theme area also provides for the 
on-going administrative costs associated with running the 
organization (office, human resources, etc.).

• National and International Partnerships
On April 1, 2014, the MBMF assumed responsibilities 

for the administration of the Canadian Model Forest 
Network (CMFN). As such, the corporate office of the 

CMFN has moved to the MBMF office in Pine Falls, and 
the MBMF will provide administrative support 
(finances, strategic planning and project development, 
partnership building, communications) for the CMFN.

The MBMF General Manager, Brian Kotak, is now 
also the General Manager of the CMFN. Within the 
CMFN, several new national and international projects 
are being pursued, including a project that will create a 
new Model Forest in Indonesia. The MBMF is leading 
this project.

Continued from front page

MBMF now in charge of Canadian Model 
Forest Network 
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The WAM 2014 AGM was held on March 22 at 
Providence University College near Otterburne with 25 
members and guests in attendance. 

President Irene de Graaf thanked the board members 
and newsletter editor Sheilla Jones for their work over the 
past year in creating a new website and preparing and 
delivering the Wood-Wise 101 firewood education 
program. WAM also continued to work cooperatively with 

WAM AGM highlights 
firewood, biomass and 
program partnerships
By Allan Webb

Bruce Duggan, Director of the Buller Centre for Business 
at Providence University College, tells WAM members at 
the March AGM that the new Biomass Brokerage links 
biomass buyers and sellers, much like Kijiji or classified 
ads.

Continued on page 5
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the Manitoba Forestry Association, Manitoba Model 
Forest and Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners and 
is exploring the possibility of a new program promoting 
the production of food and medicinal products from the 
forest.

Sheilla Jones presented information about WAM’s 
evolving communications strategy. We now have a 
much more active and engaging website and the 
newsletter is being widely circulated by email and 
through our website, resulting in wider readership and 
enquiries coming from new contacts about woodlot 
services and products in Manitoba.

WAM Director Chris Matthewson gave an outline of 
the content of the Wood-Wise 101 program dealing with 
firewood safety and wood-burning technology. With the 
assistance of Red River Mutual Insurance, Wood 
Energy Technology Transfer Inc. and various fire 
departments, WAM delivered training sessions in Grand 
Marais, Steinbach and Winnipeg and is hoping to do 
future presentations targeted towards cottagers and rural 
fire departments.  

The Manitoba Forestry Association was well 
represented with Executive Director Patricia 
Pohrebniuk and Woodlot Program technicians Andrea 
Kraayeveld and Kevin Barkman attending. Andrea and 
Kevin made presentations showing how the new MFA 
woodlot assessment and management planning program 
is operating and detailing other initiatives like tree 
planting efforts and public education with which the 
MFA has been active in the past year. In response, 
WAM’s President thanked the MFA for its ongoing 
financial contribution to our newsletter The Manitoba 
Woodlot and its continuing in-kind support of WAM’s 
activities.

Director Bob Austman reported on activities of the 
Manitoba Model Forest and the Canadian Federation of 
Woodlot Owners. With the ending of government 

funding on March 31, 2014, the Manitoba Model Forest 
will now be a privately-funded organization deriving 
most of its revenue from consulting contracts. Several 
ongoing education and research programs for various 
government agencies and crown corporations will remain, 
and WAM will continue to have a seat on the MBMF 
board.

The Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners is 
continuing to press the federal government for tax 
changes which would benefit private forest owners and is 
meeting regularly with the Deputy Minister of Natural 
Resources to discuss issues involving the Canadian Forest 
Service.  As a component of CFWO, WAM is now a 
participant in the International Family Forest Alliance, a 
world-wide group of private landowners lobbying their 
governments to support better small-scale forest 
management and local economic development resulting 
from private woodlots.

The WAM Board of Directors and Executive Members 
were re-elected for 2014.  President will be Irene de Graaf 
with Len Riding as Past President.  Allan Webb will be 
Secretary-Treasurer and the Directors will be Bob 
Austman, Tom Dykstra, Mike James, Bruce MacLeod, 
Chris Matthewson, Louise Matthewson and Clint Pinder. 
 Sheilla Jones will continue as newsletter editor and 
website manager.

After lunch, Sheilla introduced Bruce Duggan, a 
professor of business development at Providence 
University College who talked about biomass energy 
production and led a tour of Providence’s new biomass 
heating system. 

WAM’s Directors would like to thank our membership 
for their support and interest over the past year, and 
encourage all woodlot owners to become involved with 
the programs of WAM and our partner organizations. We 
welcome enquiries and suggestions about new activities 
and hope to see many of you over the next year.

MFA Woodlot Program technicians Andrea Kraayeveld and Kevin Barkman make a presentation at the WAM AGM on 
the new MFA woodlot assessment and management planning program.

Photo by Chris Matthewson
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These gregarious larvae will wave in unison as you 
approach and resume munching on your Mugo pine as 
soon as you leave. This joint reaction is thought to deter 
predators from munching on the feeding colony.

The European Pine Sawfly, Neodiprion sertifer, is a 
non-stinging relative of bees and flies. It is as its name 
would imply—a native of Europe that was accidentally 
introduced into North America in the late 1920s.

Young first instars, the larvae as the emerge from the 
egg, feed on new soft growth on conifers in late April to 
early May. As they grow they will move to feeding on 
last year’s growth. The preferred host plants are two-
needle pines such as Jack pine, Scots pine, and Japanese 
two-needle pines. They have been known to feed on red 
pines, as well as white pines.  

The larvae feed in large groups of 40 to 200 
individuals; this limits the effect of predators as well as 
creating local areas of intense feeding. This feeding can 
disfigure and even kill individual branches in specimen 
trees.

Though seldom fatal to host plants, repeated 
infestation can reduce the vigor of healthy trees and 
leave them susceptible to other diseases and insects.

Once the larvae grow and develop through a series of 
instars, larval stages, they migrate down the tree to the 
soil where they spin cocoons. In the cocoon they 
transform into wasp-like creatures. The adult forms 
emerge in September and October, quickly mating and 

laying eggs on the needles for next year’s generation.
The fertilized female lays groups of the small yellow, 

rice-shaped eggs. These are laid or glued as a sticky 
elongate coating on needles in the upper branches of the 
tree. The eggs overwinter, emerging to start the cycle 
next spring.

Control can be as easy as picking off by hand the 
needles infested with eggs from the pines in the fall, or 
spraying them with a blast of cold water in the spring. 
Insecticidal soap is effective if applied to the early stages 
of larvae.

Once the larvae are in the final instar, last stage before 
they descend, they have stopped feeding. This makes 
control ineffective. Chemical control is available and 
should be applied according to label direction.

If you have ornamental pines ISA Certified Arborists 
are industry-recognized experts in plant insect control. 
Contact your I.S.A. Certified Arborist to see if you have 
this damaging plant pest.

Brad Gurr is an I.S.A. Certified Arborist and Plant 
Health Care Specialist. 

By Brad Gurr

Sawfly larvae prefer two-
needle pines such as 
Jack pine, Scots pine

European sawfly larvae on 
a pine tree can be 
devastating because it 
feeds in colonies of 40 to 
200, stripping pine trees of 
needles.

European Pine Sawfly gregarious feeders on pines

Photo courtesy of Bugwood.org
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The Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners is the 
last remaining link between forest landowners and 
policy makers, and the organization is trying to ensure 
their voices are heard in the development of 
government policy. 

On the policy front, the CFWO continues to work 
with the Canadian Forest Service to find ways to help 
them reach their vision as stated in their last vision 
statement (see the CFS’s Annual Report on their 
website).

One such statement reads: Optimize forest value: 
Improve the well-being of Canadians by making the 
most of the wide range of benefits that sustainable 
forests bring to industry, communities and Canadians.

It’s difficult to imagine how that vision will be 
achieved now that all funding to the Model Forest 
program and Forest Communities Program has been 
terminated.

On another policy note, the National Conservation 
Plan is still a work-in-progress. We have been told by 
Manitoba MP James Bezan that there will be a place at 
the table for private woodlot owners along with other 
environmental groups, including the World Wildlife 
Fund, Ducks Unlimited, David Suzuki Foundation.

We have yet to receive an invitation from the 
Environment Minister, the Honorable Leona Aglukkak. 
One item we wish to raise is the value of ecological 
goods and services our woodlots provide to the public, 
with no compensation, even though landowners pay 
taxes and put in ‘sweat equity’ to keep their woodlots 
healthy.

We also continue to work with the Canada Revenue 
Agency on a Silviculture Savings Plan, in which 
landowners could shelter income spikes from a timber 
sale, and withdraw it over several years so that the tax 
burden can be reduced. At this point, it has been a 
difficult sell to the folks at CRA. Our aim is to 
continue lobbying for this program, even though the 
CRA is afraid it will open the floodgates for other 
groups to ask for tax relief programs.

The CFWO is also working on our first-ever website, 
which is still under construction. We hope to launch it in 
early summer.

The forest industry has had its fair share of ups and 
downs in 2013.  Housing recovery in the huge U.S. 
market is crawling along, exports to China have cooled, 
and this past winter’s bad weather has hobbled timber 
harvesting and house construction. Demand for wood, 
which drives prices, will continue to see up and down 
swings at least into the second quarter of 2014.

Meanwhile, we wish all woodlot owners, right across 
Canada, good luck with your management work in the 
woodlot as you get into your spring activities, whether it 
be maple sugaring, tree planting, or firewood gathering.

By Bob Austman

CFWO REPORT

CFWO ensuring woodlot owners’ voices heard 
in Ottawa
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If you’re thinking of buying a wood-chipper or 
pelleter to produce woody biomass fuel, the 
Manitoba government has some help for you.

Last year, Manitoba Conservation offered 
financial assistance under its Biomass Energy 
Support Program to individuals or businesses 
wanting to start up or expand their ability to produce 
biomass fuel. It is part of the province’s shift away 
from coal to more environmentally friendly fuel 
sources. Government officials have indicated that 
the program will be offered again this year, with an 
announcement expected in June.

The program offers financial assistance for up to 
fifty percent of equipment purchases and facility 
upgrades to a maximum of $50,000. This would 
cover the purchase of eligible equipment from April 
1, 2014 to March 31, 2015. 

To be eligible, the equipment or facilities would 
need to be directly related to the processing, 
handling, storage or burning of biomass fuel. Along 
with agriculture residue, products eligible for 
processing include hog fuel, forestry operations 
residue and salvaged timber, along with wood 
harvested from plantation crops such as willow and 
hybrid poplar.

Processing equipment and facilities eligible for 
financial support include size-reduction equipment 
such as a pelleter, cuber, tub grinder or mill hammer, 
along with storage and handling facilities.

Some equipment, such as tractors, brush-cutters 
and front-end loaders do not qualify. Neither does 
the processing of charcoal products or wood from 
standing green forests. 

The program requires individuals or businesses to 
purchase the equipment or facilities, and then apply 
to the government for reimbursement. Based on the 
previous program, applicants will have until 
October 1, 2014 to apply for assistance.

More information on the program is available on-
line at www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/innovation-and-
research/biomass-energy-support-program.

Biomass capital 
funding to be renewed

• What are the opportunities associated with a 
stronger bioproducts sector in Manitoba?

Manitoba is rich in biomass, and capitalizing on these 
resources is a highly attractive opportunity for sustainable 
economic development. Many participants highlighted 
that Manitoba is already producing biomass energy 
generation, and there is a strong opportunity to expand 
this sector. Advanced biomaterials were also identified as 
an opportunity for Manitoba, tapping into Manitoba’s 
expertise in solid fuels, agricultural residues and 
conversion technology. Market opportunities lie not only 
at home, but also internationally in demand for green 
building materials.

With the introduction of the coal ban, a window of 
opportunity has been created for the province to pave its 
path toward cleaner fuels and provide an opening to 
replace fossil feedstock with a bio-based feedstock. 
Under this direction, the use of biorefineries will be a 
major element in the expansion of the province’s 
bioeconomy.

Manitoba’s leading biorefinery is located in Minnedosa 
and investments in expanding the province’s biorefinery 
capabilities can support the province’s efforts in reducing 
GHG emissions, improve water quality, support 
technological innovation, boost rural economies and 
reduce energy imports.

Creation of a green fund, similar to Alberta’s Climate 
Change and Emissions Management Fund, 2 was 
identified as a good jumpstart to supporting and financing 
the necessary research and development for a Manitoban 
biomass economy. Manitoba’s biomass economy can be 
fuelled through carbon, phosphorus pricing and/or water 
quality trading, which can finance green research and 
development initiatives in the province.

Manitoba biomass industry 
faces opportunities and 
many challenges
  The International Institute for Sustainable 
Development hosted a policy workshop on the many 
challenges facing the fledgling biomass industry in 
Manitoba, in conjunction with the University of 
Winnipeg and the Goverment of Manitoba. The 
report, TomorrowNow Manitoba: Dialogues toward 
strengthening Manitoba's bioeconomy, was issued 
earlier this year. The following is an exerpt dealing 
with the key questions under discussion.

The business of biomass
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• What are the barriers/challenges to achieving 
these opportunities?

Participants noted that there are several barriers within 
the entire supply chain that limit the expansion of a 
bioeconomy in Manitoba. A concern was raised that 
effective policy implementation is a key to ensuring 
biomass innovation.

As an example, the introduction of the coal ban and 
tax reform was an opportunity for increasing the use of 
renewable energy sources, but a more comprehensive 
implementation plan could have cemented opportunities 
for biomass conversion and limit the use of natural gas 
as the primary alternative to coal.

Competition from low fossil fuel and natural gas 
prices lessen the appeal for consumers to switch to 
renewable alternatives, particularly as these two 
commodities do not integrate externalities in their prices 
at this time. Stronger incentives for biomass, or 
disincentives for fossil fuels (the coal tax is a starting 
point) are required to level the playing field and grow 
the opportunities for biomass.

At the production level, one barrier noted was a 
commercialization gap: biomass industries are in need 
of assistance to introduce their products to the market. 
Currently, there is the well-established Composites 
Innovation Centre that handles some work in 
biocomposite initiatives in the province; however, the 
province lacks a matured biomass commercialization 
presence.

Moreover, incubator services that can facilitate and 
strengthen the commercialization of biomass products 
are centred in urban areas, while biomass producers are 

located in rural areas. Jointly, transporting inputs from 
rural areas to be processed at urban centres escalate the 
cost of transportation.

For example, transportation costs make up 35 to 50 
per cent of the total production costs in biofuel, 
ultimately affecting the marketability of biofuel when 
compared with subsidized fossil fuels and natural gas.

At the demand level, local demand alone was 
considered not big enough to create a sustainable 
biomass industry, and public perception of biomass use 
contributes to its low demand as an energy source. For 
example, one participant noted that some perceive that 
straw as a heat source is more flammable than natural 
gas, while the opposite is true.

Additionally, consumers are influenced by economics 
(i.e., price), and despite their interest in purchasing 
environmental products, prices influence their 
purchasing power and their preference is for lower-
priced products, such as natural gas and fossil fuel.

Other aspects that create barriers to Manitoba’s 
bioeconomy include funding for research and 
development, and, in the opinion of some, the need for 
a stronger provincial vision, commitment and 
resourcing to grow the sector.

Limited supply of skilled labour was a concern of the 
participants, who noted that, as the bioeconomy job 
market grows, there will be higher demand for skilled 
labour. Since that resource is currently minimal, 
investments will be required for training and education. 
Related, it was noted that the oil and gas industry is 

The business of biomass

Continued on page 10

Collecting forest 
residue to convert to 
biomass energy.
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Why become a member of WAM?

As a member you will be promoting active 
stewardship of Manitoba’s privately owned 
woodlands, woodlots and family forests. You 
will also receive a great deal, including:

—A bi-monthly newsletter, complete with up-
to-date information of upcoming events, 
current woodlot/forestry/conservation issues, 
and wood products/services available in your 
area. The Manitoba Woodlot newsletter can be 
mailed to a Canadian address or accessible on-
line to members only in advance of being made 
available to the public. On-line access saves 
WAM the costs for postage and printing, and 
members can view the newsletter in colour. 
View past issues of The Manitoba Woodlot at 
woodlotmanitoba.com/newsletter.

—Special members-only rates for events and 
workshops.

—Opportunities to participate in field days, 
demonstrations, conferences, workshops and 
meetings on topics related to woodlot 
management.

—Free classified ads in The Manitoba Woodlot.

—If you operate a commercial woodlot or 
agrowoodlot, the WAM membership fee is a 
tax deductible business expense. 

—Membership in WAM is open to individuals 
and businesses. Dues are $30.00. Those 
interested in membership can telephone (204) 
467-8648, or apply/renew membership on-line 
at woodlotmanitoba.com/about-us/membership.

presently a more appealing job sector for current and 
future skilled labour.

Access to capital was also raised as a concern, 
including public, private and institutional financial 
capital, which correlates to limited marketing 
opportunities. A stronger consideration of the 
bioeconomy in the province’s economic development 
plans (i.e., the provincial vision) was seen as essential to 
growing the sector.

• What actions can government take to 
address/remove these barriers/challenges?

In addition to identifying the opportunities and 
challenges, participants also highlighted actions that the 
Government of Manitoba can take to nurture the 
province’s bioeconomy. At the government level, the 
formation of a civil service group—for example, a task 
force or standing group—was suggested to review 
regulations that are no longer suitable or that hinder the 
bioeconomy.

The group would also remove barriers to investing in 
bioproduct opportunities by addressing those barriers 
through regulatory streamlining. Introduction of carbon 
or phosphorus pricing (building on the coal tax) and/or 
water quality trading was also suggested, as it can 
encapsulate the cost of externalities associated with 
emissions in fossil fuels and natural gas, as well as any 
pollutants that harm the water quality and health of Lake 
Winnipeg.

As noted previously, offset protocols could also 
generate funds that could feed into a green fund that can 
in turn funnel capital to investments in research and 
development and in the commercialization of biomass 
products.

It was noted that the window for offset system 
development has been opened through the coal ban and 
tax (and impending federal sector-by-sector greenhouse 
gas regulation). By connecting offset protocols with 
current legislation, we can harmonize policies that 
promote green growth in a low-carbon economy, 
including growth in biomass products, and provide a 
transparent full-cost accounting to both government and 
end-users.

Also, following two important commitments under 

The business of biomass

Continued from page 9

Addressing barriers to a 
bioeconomy
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Membership Application for 2014

Membership fee 2014 $30.00
Renewal fee 2014 $30.00

Name
Mailing Address

Email
Telephone

I am particularly interested in the following:

Firewood and biomass energy
Wildlife habitat enhancement
Soil and water conservation
Land stewardship
Recreation, eco-tourism
Wood products, logging, sawmills
Specialty or non-traditional products
    (i.e., berries, mushrooms, maple syrup)
Christmas trees
All of the above

Would you like to receive your copy of The 
Manitoba Woodlot via email?
Yes   No 

Do you require a receipt?  Yes   No 
(WAM provides receipts only upon request.)

Thank you for becoming involved and for 
supporting Manitoba’s privately owned 
woodlands, woodlots and family forests.

Mail to:
Woodlot Association of Manitoba
c/o Allan Webb, Secretary-Treasurer
Box 43
Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0

You can sign-up on-line by going to
woodlotmanitoba.com/about-us/membership.

TomorrowNow, the bioeconomy is an important element 
for both the green economy action plan and the new 
climate change plan to transition Manitoba to a low-
carbon future.

To boost biomass production, we must create a 
favourable business environment for growing the 
bioproducts sector. Investment in biomaterial (e.g., flax 
and hemp fibres, and biocomposites) in areas in which 
the province already demonstrates comparative 
advantage (such as the agriculture, automotive, 
aerospace and transport industries) can foster a more 
general favourable business environment. This will 
promote economic viability for producers, thus 
generating a strong supply chain from the beginning.

Other jurisdictions are already taking advantage of 
their low-hanging fruits, and Manitoba should be no 
exception. Also, investments in incubators that feed 
rural needs are important, as they will help rural 
producers and suppliers to commercialize their biomass 
products in the market.

Additionally, investment and organization in training 
programs can create the skilled labour force needed for 
the growing bioeconomy sector. Lastly, developing an 
inventory of forestry biomass supply can help business 
have a bigger picture of current Manitoba biomass 
supply and take advantage of the market opportunities in 
biofuels, biomaterials and biochemicals within the 
province.

There is an active biomass community that has a 
vision for clean energy use in Manitoba. The 
Government of Manitoba can work with groups like 50 
by ‘30 and other stakeholders to undertake an economic 
analysis of feasible elements within the vision to make it 
a viable development path for the province. In addition, 
it was recommended that the province aim for a 
sustainable value chain, whether it is a focus on energy, 
raw material, biochemical or other products.

Ultimately, a commitment to local markets is 
necessary to create the foundation for green thinking in 
everyday economic activities, including the use of 
bioenergy and replacing finite resource-based products 
with that of biomaterials.

You can download the full report at 
www.iisd.org/publications/tomorrownow-manitoba-
dialogues-toward-green-economy.

The business of biomass
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
1985 John Deere 544C 100 HP Wheel 
Loader for sale. 4 wheel drive, 3855 
hours showing, rebuilt engine and 
transmission in 2011, 2nd owner, 
includes log forks (5' long), hydraulic 
grapple and large (4 yard) quick attach 
bucket. Perfect for loading and 
unloading logs/lumber, moving snow, 
pallets and general construction. 1st 
owner used it for a sawmill, 2nd owner 
for loading firewood and logs. Reason 
for selling: more tractor than I need. 
Contact Clint at 204-453-7788 or 
clint@firewoodmanitoba.ca.  Asking 
$24,000 OBO.

Nyle 200 Kiln complete with controls 
and two fans, $2500. Call Len at 204-
423-2180.

Moulder/Planer, 4-headed. Over 
$9,000.00 in tooling (v joint, flooring, 6 
different casing knives, etc.). Blower 
unit, electrical, 2004 cat, generator, 
60kw. Knives and profiles included. In 
excellent condition. Buyer could be set 
up and running in one day. Asking 
$30,000.00. Call (807) 344-7514.

1999 Model LT 40 Wood-Mizer 
Sawmill. Includes 33 HP Kubota diesel 
motor, power feed, power up/down, 
debarker, auto clutch, shingle maker, 
and lapsider, Lubemizer. Cuts to 36” 

diameter, 21’ long; with bed extension 
up to 27’. Comes on wheels. Excellent 
condition. Asking $18,900.00. 
Telephone (204) 429-2135.

All sizes of slasher, sawmill and cord 
wood new blades. Resharpening used 
22”/42”/48”/50” sawmill blades and 26” 
cord wood blades. Skate sharpener, 
chipper, blower, debarker, planer, 
circular sawmill, bandsaw mill, feller 
buncher ($200,000.00). Used drum roll 
band saw sharpener ($250.00). All types 
of saw blade sharpening equipment. 592 
Talbot Ave., Winnipeg. Contact Norm at 
Dr. Saw (204) 667-6373 or see 
www.drsaw.ca.

EQUIPMENT WANTED
Sawmill equipment and saw blades any 
size, shape and condition. If you want to 
sell/buy logs, lumber and sawmill 
equipment, we can provide you with 
contacts. 592 Talbot Ave., Winnipeg. 
Contact Norm at Dr. Saw (204) 667-
6373 or see www.drsaw.ca.

SERVICES
Manitoba hardwoods. Elm, ash, maple 
custom cutting with Wood-Mizer mill. 
Bob Gass, McCreary, (204) 835-2631.

Saw blade repair/sharpening. We roll, 
tension, straighten and balance saw 
blades (instead of hammering). All types 

of saw blades and tools sharpened. Weld 
all types of carbide tip saws (Slasher and 
Feller Buncher teeth). 592 Talbot Ave., 
Winnipeg. Contact Norm at Dr. Saw (204) 
667-6373 or see www.drsaw.ca.

SAWLOGS WANTED
Interested in purchasing any type of saw 
log you have available. Contact Roger in 
Roseile at (204) 828-3386.

FIREWOOD LOGS WANTED
Wanted: Firewood logs delivered and 
unloaded in Stony Mountain area. 16' long 
or longer, tamarack preferred but open to 
other species. Ideally 16" at stump end but 
will accept 8" to 20" at stump end. Contact 
Clint at 204-453-7788 or 
clint@firewoodmanitoba.ca. Cash or 
business cheque paid per load.

LUMBER FOR SALE
Timber Quota 41 cords softwood annual 
allowable cut $4500. Call Len at 204-423-
2180.

Hardwood lumber: oak, ash and 
basswood. Air dried. Various sizes and 
prices. Contact Roger in Roseile at (204) 
828-3386.

MISC. FOR SALE
Two cases of mesh tree guards, with 500 
per box. Price 20-cents per guard. Contact 
Barry at 204-423-2273.

Classified ads are free for WAM members.




