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Wisdom in the Woods

City urban foresters prepare tree trunks to be hauled away in February, after they took down three mature elms in this
block in St. Boniface that were diagnosed this past summer with Dutch elm disease. Another three elms on the same
block are scheduled to be culled. Winnipeg has about 232thousand elms still standing.

Kenora sawmill reopens with new small log line and jobs
By Sheilla Jones

The reopening of Prendiville Industry’s Kenora
sawmill is good news for the company, good news for
Kenora workers and good news for Manitoba woodlot
owners.

The Manitoba company reopened Kenora Forest
Products in the middle of February, after the mill shut
down operations eight years ago in the aftermath of the
US housing crash.

“We’re really pleased to be open,” said mill manager
Rod McKay. “A big percentage of our lumber will be
going to the American market, but also to the Canadian
market.”

McKay said the mill has significantly upgraded its
facility, including a small log line.

“One of the biggest changes is that we used to have a
minimum 6inch log size, but it’s down to 3.75 inches
now. We can take just about the whole tree.”

The logs smaller than six inches that used to go for pulp
or wood chips, he said, are now being used for engineered

Continued on page 2

WAM AGM 2016
Saturday, April 9, 2016 at 10:00 am

Unique Corral
1270 Saskatchewan Ave., Winnipeg

Details on page 7

Winnipeg foresters take down diseased elms Sheilla Jones
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The Manitoba Woodlot is published six times annually as a
service to the membership of the Woodlot Association of
Manitoba (WAM).

WAM seeks to promote an understanding of sustainable
woodlot management, increase income and employment
potential for the woodlot sector, promote the use of woodlot
products in the place of nonrenewable and imported products,
and develop human resources in woodlot management.

WAM represents the interests of our members within the
Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners (CFWO). The
CFWO makes those interests known to forestry ministers at
both levels of government.

WAM also has a representative to the Manitoba Model
Forest, another organization that promotes sustainable
management of Manitoba’s wooded areas.

WAM is a nonprofit organization led by a volunteer Board
of Directors, which meets monthly. Our Annual General
Meeting (AGM) is held each year before the end of March
and is open to all members in good standing.
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joists for construction.
Another change to mill operations, said McKay, is the

quality of the output. The mill used to produce studs and
economygrade lumber.

“We’ve changed to valueadded production, including
machine stressrated lumber and highquality boards, as
well as studs and constructiongrade lumber.”

The company is planning to increase its output by about
50percent. It used to produce 80million board feet of
lumber, and will be scaling up to produce 120million
board feet.

Good paying mill jobs
The reopening of the sawmill means goodpaying union

jobs for more than 100 people, with skilled trades earning
some of the top wages in Eastern Canada’s sawmill
industry.

McKay said there are job openings still available.
“We’re still recruiting for sawmill positions. We have to

train everyone from the ground up to work on our new
equipment, so we’re looking to train labourers on using
the debarker, for instance.”

He said they are also filling supervisory and
maintenance positions.

Information on openings at the mill is available online
at prendivilleindustriespublic.sharepoint.com/kenora
forestproducts.

Market for Manitoba wood
McKay said the mill is looking for wood, and there is a

market for roundwood harvested by woodlot owners.
“We’re really pleased to be getting wood from Manitoba.”

In particular, the mill is looking for 4inch to18inch
spruce and pine logs, in 8foot to 9foot lengths for
producing dimensional lumber.

Woodlot owners with wood to sell can contact Dale
Munro, woodlands manager for Kenora Forest Products,
at 8074681550.

Machine stressrated (MSR) lumber is softwood
dimensional lumber that has had its strength predicted by
mechanical means rather than by relying on visual
indicators. The stressrating equipment measures the
stiffness of the material and sorts it into various classes of
elasticity. MSR lumber has traditionally been used for
producing engineered wood products such as roof trusses
and is now also commonly used in producing glue
laminated beams, edge components (chords) for wood I
beams and webs in stressedskin panels.

What is machine stressrated lumber?

Continued from front page

Kenora sawmill open for
business
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Natural Resources minister
introduced to WAM

Between pipelines and international energy issues,
Natural Resources minister Jim Carr has a lot on his
plate. WAM does not, however, want him to overlook the
interests of woodlot owners.

Bob Austman, WAM director and first vicepresident of
the Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners met briefly
with Carr at his Winnipeg constituency office in January.

“I just had a few minutes with the Minister,” said
Austman, “but I’d prepared a package of newsletters and
other information about WAM to give him. And we did
talk briefly about the potential role of private forests and
woodlots in assisting the federal and Manitoba
governments with meeting their climate change
objectives.”

Carr was elected in the Winnipeg constituency of
Winnipeg SouthCentre in the October 2015 federal
election, and has been appointed the Minister of Natural
Resources in the new Liberal government.

For more on the Minister Carr's mandate, see page 5.

The Canadian forestry industry is once again facing
trade uncertainty now that the Softwood Lumber
Agreement signed with the USA has expired.

John Manley, president and chief executive officer of
the Business Council of Canada, is calling on the new
Liberal federal government to head off a repeat of the
ugly trade war that preceded the 2006 agreement.

“It is in Canada’s interests,” Manley wrote in a recent
iPolitics column, “to avoid a return of destructive and
expensive US lumber trade litigation.”

The American lumber industry has spent more than two
decades attempting to restrict the import of Canadian
lumber on the grounds that it is “government subsidized”
because it is largely harvested from Crown lands. The
American government has repeatedly launched (and
failed) challenges through the World Trade Organization
and NAFTA.

The last deal expired on October 15, 2015, but the
American lumber industry is required to wait one year
before they can launch another challenge against
Canadian softwood. It means there is time to head off
another long and expensive round of temporary taxes on
Canadian imports into the US.

With the US housing market rebounding and the low
Canadian dollar, Canadian softwood lumber is in demand
in American markets. The need for a new agreement is
becoming more urgent.

Manley is calling on special envoys to hammer out a
new agreement.

“We should therefore push for the two countries to
appoint envoys who would be charged with developing a
new—and preferably permanent—agreement. This will
not be an easy undertaking, but it will be a necessary
one.”

Canada’s exports of softwood lumber to the US totalled
$5.6billion in 2015, and that volume is expected to
increase significantly over the next decade. British
Columbia softwood accounts for more than half the
softwood heading south across the border.

Softwood lumber truce ends
By Sheilla Jones

Stacked
softwood

logs
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National treeplanting programs for parks, public lands
and homeowners have proved to be popular and
successful, and the Canadian Federation of Woodlot
Owners (CFWO) is hoping the federal and provincial
climate change policies will include more planting of
trees.

Specifically, the CFWO is calling on the federal
government to work with CFWO and provincial
governments to develop policies and programs that
benefit woodlot owners.

Wade Knight, executive director of CFWO, said the
organization is currently evaluating a treeplanting
program for woodlots.

This program, he said, “will encourage woodlot
owners to increase their forest management efforts in

CFWO calls for national treeplanting program
order to strengthen timber supplies and contribute to
fighting climate change.”

Knight said it is a continuation of the push CFWO began
during the leadup to the federal election last October, and
is now directed at the current Liberal government.

“At this moment, we are in contact with the offices of
Minister Carr (Natural Resources) and Minister McKenna
(Environment) requesting a meeting to discuss our
proposal.”

CFWO is also continuing to promote a national
silviculture plan that would amend the Income Tax Act to
treat woodlot owners more fairly.

The Woodlot Association of Manitoba is a member of
the CFWO, along with woodlot organizations in Ontario,
Quebec, British Columbia, Alberta, Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick

The Ministers and their mandates

Catherine McKenna is the federal
Minister of Environment and Climate
Change. Ministers appointed in the new
federal government last November were
issued mandate letters identifying their
top priorities. McKenna’s mandate letter
includes a number of priorities related to
clean energy and forestry, working with
provinces and territories:

• develop a plan to combat climate
change and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

• establish national emissionsreduction
targets, ensuring that the provinces and
territories have targeted federal funding

and the flexibility to design their own policies to
meet these commitments.

• support the Minister of Finance in creating a
new Low Carbon Economy Trust to help fund
projects that materially reduce carbon emissions.

• set stronger air quality standards, monitor
emissions, and provide incentives for investments
that lead to cleaner air and healthier communities.

• Support the Minister of Infrastructure and
Communities in protecting our communities from
the challenges of climate change and supporting
them in the transition toward more sustainable
economic growth by making significant new
investments in green infrastructure.

Ministers appointed in the new federal
government last November were issued
mandate letters identifying their top
priorities. Carr’s mandate letter includes
a number of priorities related to clean
energy and forestry:

• encourage energy conservation.

• bring cleaner, renewable energy onto a smarter
electricity grid.

• invest in clean technology producers.
• support innovation and the use of clean

technologies in our natural resource sectors,
including the forestry, fisheries, mining, energy,
and agricultural sectors.

• enhance existing tax measures to generate
more clean technology investments.

Natural Resources Minister
Jim Carr

Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Catherine McKenna

By Sheilla Jones

Woodlot and forestry issues, such as treeplanting programs, fall under the
purview of the Natural Resources and the Environment and Climate Change
departments of the federal government.



6 The Manitoba Woodlot

WAM is celebrating 25 years of “wisdom in the woods”
this year, and we have some significant projects in the
works.

The strategic planning efforts of the WAM board have
resulted in a more focussed and effective organization,
with our energies targeted at our core strengths:
education, advocacy and opportunity.

WAM can be proud of a board that is motivated,
inclusive and collegial, and we are inviting members to
step forward and play an active part in WAM’s future.

WAM directors are expected to attend the monthly 2
hour board meetings, usually held on a weeknight at the
Manitoba Forestry Association office in Winnipeg. Some

The WAM board wants to shift its annual general
meeting from the winter to the spring. This requires
amending the constitution.

By changing the yearend to March 31, the annual
meeting can be held in the spring (April to June) in
conjunction with outdoor events such as field days. The
change of fiscal yearend will also align with the
government yearend of March 31, which may be helpful
as WAM becomes involved in delivering new programs.

Given that members require notice of a constitutional
amendment, the WAM board hereby gives notice of the
following motion that was unanimously approved by the
board at the February 24, 2016 board meeting:

Motion: That the fiscal yearend of the Association be
March 31 of each calendar year.

Section 13.1 of the WAM constitution currently reads:
The operating year of the Association shall be from 01
January to 31 December of each year.

If the motion is approved, Section 13.1 will be amended
to read: The operating year of the Association shall be
from 01 April to 31 March of each year.

The amendment motion will be voted on by the
membership at the 2016 AGM.

Notice of amendment to
WAM constitution

Call for nominations to the WAM board

WAM AGM 2016

meetings may be held in Lockport, Gimli or other
locations, as needed. WAM directors are responsible for
directing WAM’s operations, activities and projects, and
promoting the objectives of the association.

Nominations for three board positions are now open to
members. If you wish to let your name stand for a board
position or to put forward a nomination, please contact
SecretaryTreasurer Allan Webb at
secretary@woodlotmanitoba.com or by calling 204467
8648.

Nominations can also be made from the floor at the
AGM, and are open to any member in good standing.

Let’s make 2016 a grand, 25th anniversary year!

Wild Food Foraging and Farming:
Building a wild food industry in Manitoba

by Sheilla Jones and Mike James
Woodlot Association of Manitoba

December 2015

Read the full report at:
woodlotmanitoba.com/woodlandfood/wildfood

report2015/
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10:00 Business meeting

• President’s welcome and report

• Strategic planning report

• Financial report

• Project reports:

• Woodland Farm Food Project

• Wild Food Initiative

• WoodWise II Firewood Safety Project

11:00 Organization reports

• Manitoba Forestry Association

• Manitoba Model Forest

• Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners

WAM AGM 2016

WAM Annual General Meeting

Where: Unique Corral, 1270 Saskatchewan Avenue, Winnipeg

When: Saturday, April 9, 2016

Time: 10:00 am  2:00 pm

Registration

Advance registration is advised. You can register:

• online at woodlotmanitoba.com/events/wamagm2016/

• by emailing Allan Webb at secretary@woodlotmanitoba.com

• by calling Allan Webb at 2044678648

How Swede it is!
Centuriesold family forests in

Scandinavian countries are managed very
differently from those in Manitoba. Bob
Austman presents his insights on small
scale forest management, following his
fall tour of woodlots and sawmills in
Sweden and Norway.

Bob is first vicepresident of the
CFWO, and a WAM director.

What is a cord of Firewood?
Don't get burned!

Firewood expert Clint Pinder
presents the different ways of measuring
a cord of firewood and ensuring you get
what you pay for.

Clint owns and operates Manitoba
Firewood, and is a WAM director.

11:45 Election of 20162017 board

12:00 Lunch

12:30  2:00: Featured presentations

• What is a cord of Firewood?

— Clint Pinder

• How Swede it is!

— Bob Austman

Surprise door prizes!

AGENDA
9:30  10:00: Registration and coffee
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At some point, woodlot owners will
transport firewood, even if it’s down
the road to the cabin, or to a distant
customer in another municipality, and
that requires a loadslip.

Legally, the person selling and
hauling the wood— be it roundwood,
such as sawlogs, or processed
firewood—must have the proper
paperwork.

If you are stopped by a Natural
Resource Officer while hauling wood
without a loadslip, it is considered to
be a possible infraction, raising
suspicion of poached wood or wood
stolen from a landing in the bush.
This will be very inconvenient and
embarrassing, so fill out the loadslip
after you fill the truck!

The purpose of the loadslip is to
provide the Manitoba Conservation
(Forestry Branch) with information
regarding the source of the wood,
how it’s being moved, and the final
destination. This information is used
to track harvest levels, monitor
possible routes of forest pathogens,
and prevent “wood poaching” or
illegal harvesting of logs and
firewood.

Loadslip books are free of charge,
and can be picked up at your nearest
Manitoba Conservation district
office.

Four copies of the loadslips are
made for each transaction. The white
and yellow copies go to Manitoba
Conservation, the Green slip goes to
the buyer of the firewood, and the
Pink copy stays with the seller
(woodlot owner).

You must state the species of tree
and the type of product being transported (sawlogs,
firewood, etc.), the estimated quantity, location point,
license plate of delivery truck, and signature of buyer.
The proper paperwork will legitimize the transaction,
and assist the landowner to keep track of their sales.

Sound complicated? It really isn’t. It’s a lot less
complicated than having to squirm in your truck seat
trying to explain to the NRO why you didn’t take a

minute or two to fill out the paperwork. If you have any
questions regarding the movement and/or sale of wood,
please contact your local Manitoba Conservation District
office.

To find the regional and district offices closest to you,
go online to
www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/wildlife/about/who or call
tollfree 18002146497.

By Bob Austman

Don't forget the paperwork when moving firewood
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A riparian forest along the Brokenhead River in Manitoba. Notice the nice amount of tree cover
along the river bank. The tree roots will help to stabilize the stream bank during periods of high
water, reducing erosion and slumping of the stream bank.

Do you have a riparian forest on your woodlot?
Riparian forests, or forested riparian areas, are the

“green zones” around lakes, wetlands, streams and
rivers. These areas are periodically flooded and represent
a transition zone between terrestrial and aquatic habitats.
They act as a buffer between upland activities and the
body of water that they lie adjacent to. Woody vegetation
(trees and shrubs) and herbaceous vegetation (found in
the understorey below the trees and shrubs) make up a
forested riparian area.

Why are riparian areas important?

• They support a wide array of wildlife species, adding
to the biodiversity of the area.

o Riparian areas are one of the most diverse
ecosystems, providing food, shelter, reproductive sites,

and water for many mammals, birds, and aquatic species.
These areas provide an island of refuge for wildlife
amongst agricultural and urban areas.

• They reduce the flow of water within a stream
channel

o Forested riparian areas trap snow and delay the
spring melt.

o Some riparian forests act as floodplains by
providing temporary storage for high water. This slows
flood waters and reduces the water’s energy, thereby
decreasing the severity of erosion and damage caused
during a flood.

• They prevent/reduce shoreline erosion
o The roots of the trees and shrubs in conjunction

By Kristen Malec, Manitoba Forestry Association

Respecting riparian forests on your woodlot

Continued on page 10

MFA
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Why become a member of WAM?

As a member you will be promoting active
stewardship of Manitoba’s privately owned
woodlands, woodlots and family forests. You
will also receive a great deal, including:

—A bimonthly newsletter, complete with up
todate information of upcoming events, current
woodlot/forestry/conservation issues, and wood
products/services available in your area. The
Manitoba Woodlot newsletter can be mailed to
a Canadian address or accessible online to
members only in advance of being made
available to the public. Online access saves
WAM the costs for postage and printing, and
members can view the newsletter in colour.
View past issues of The Manitoba Woodlot at
woodlotmanitoba.com/newsletter.

—Special membersonly rates for events and
workshops.

—Opportunities to participate in field days,
demonstrations, conferences, workshops and
meetings on topics related to woodlot
management.

—Free classified ads in The Manitoba Woodlot.

—If you operate a commercial woodlot or
agrowoodlot, the WAM membership fee is a tax
deductible business expense.

—Membership in WAM is open to individuals
and businesses. Dues are $30.00. Those
interested in membership can telephone (204)
4678648, or apply/renew membership online
at woodlotmanitoba.com/aboutus/membership.

with the understorey vegetation anchor the soil and reduce
erosion of the banks, particularly during high water
conditions.

o Trunks of dead trees provide erosion protection by
dissipating the flow of streams, reducing the erosive
power of the flowing water.

• They maintain and improve water quality
o Riparian vegetation slows runoff from surrounding

land, allowing for sediments and nutrients to filter through
the soil and root systems prior to entering the river.
Without this, excess sedimentation and nutrient loading
will occur in the water. This is detrimental to some fish
and their habitat, as oxygen becomes limiting and
spawning areas are lost.

o The upper canopy of the trees shade the water and
maintain cooler water temperatures, benefiting aquatic
species.

• They recharge local groundwater reserves
o Riparian forests maintain the water flow in rivers

and streams through storage and slow release of water.
o These forested “green zones” maintain a high water

table and extend the width of the productive riparian area.

What you can do to maintain and preserve the integrity
and health of the riparian area on your woodlot:

• Keep livestock out of the riparian area
OR
• If allowing livestock grazing within the riparian area,

follow appropriate riparian grazing management practices

Continued from page 9

Valuing riparian forests

Continued on next page
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WAM MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Use our convenient online form and PayPal
option or fill out this form and mail it.
Apply online: woodlotmanitoba.com/about
us/membership.

□Membership fee 2016 $30.00
□ Renewal fee 2016 $30.00

I am particularly interested in:
□ Firewood and biomass energy
□Wild foods and other speciality crops
□ Lumber, logging and sawmills
□Woodlot management
□Wildlife habitat enhancement
□ Soil and water conservation
□ Christmas trees
□All of the above

We encourage WAM members to use the cost
effective option of receiving The Manitoba
Woodlot and Event notices by email.
□ I don't have email. Please mail the newsletter.

NAME
ADDRESS

EMAIL
PHONE

Do you require a receipt?□Yes □ No

Thank you for supporting Manitoba's privately
owned woodlots, family forests and wooded

lands.

MAIL TO:
Woodlot Association of Manitoba
c/o Allan Webb, SecretaryTreasurer
Box 43
Stonewall, MB R0C 2ZO

to avoid overgrazing and soil compaction. For more
online information, see cowsandfish.org/riparian/caring.

• Do not clear the trees, shrubs, and understorey
vegetation from the riparian area. Without their roots to
hold the river/stream bank together, severe erosion,
slumping, and channel incisement will occur. No
structure built by humans will work as well as naturally
occurring vegetation in maintaining the structural
integrity of the river/stream bank.

• Retain a 30metrewide riparian buffer. There is no
single, ideal buffer width, as this will depend on the
particular wildlife species in mind and on the site, but a
minimum of 30 metres will begin to provide sufficient
wildlife habitat.

• Leave dead and dying trees in the riparian area. Dead
and dying trees add structural complexity to a stream and
riparian area by forming criticial habitat for terrestrial
and aquatic wildlife. Flooding behind logs and other
woody debris helps to recharge the floodplain with water
and nutrients.

• Ensure there is a healthy population of trees in a
range of ages within the forested riparian area. Without
the presence of younger trees, there will be no trees
present to replace the older trees when they die. Mature
healthy trees are required in the stand to continue the
cycle of natural regeneration by either producing seeds or
initiating stump sprouting.

For more information about riparian forest
management and woodlot management, contact Kristen
Malec or Tatiana Moroz at the Manitoba Forestry
Association.
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