Wisdom in the Woods

Forest
migration
trials bring
southern
trees to
Manitoba
A healthy Ponderosa pine
seedling, right, has survived its
first Manitoba winter just fine.
The seedling is part of a random
distribution of 3,400 native and
southern seedlings planted in an
assisted forest migration trial at
Pineland Forest Nursery in
southeastern Manitoba. The trial
is to assess what kinds of trees
foresters will be planting in the
future as forests adapt to climate
change. For more, see page 4.
Photo courtesy of Andy Park

Canada’s new PM a new woodlot owner
southern Quebec.
“The average size of forest ownership is 43
hectares in Quebec,” said MarcAndré Côté,
general director of the Quebec woodlot
association, Fédération des producteurs
forestiers du Québec. “So you might say that
their property is not so modest.”
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau signs the Paris
It is a substantial property, worth an
climate accord at the United Nations in New

By Sheilla Jones
When Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
signed onto the Paris climate accord in April,
he promised to put renewable energies front
and centre. He’s got a good start with his
own 300hectare (750 acre) woodlot in

York City on April 22, 2016.

Continued on page 2
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The Manitoba Woodlot is published six times annually as a
service to the membership of the Woodlot Association of
Manitoba (WAM).
WAM seeks to promote an understanding of sustainable
woodlot management, increase income and employment
potential for the woodlot sector, promote the use of woodlot
products in the place of nonrenewable and imported products,
and develop human resources in woodlot management.
WAM represents the interests of our members within the
Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners (CFWO). The
CFWO makes those interests known to forestry ministers at
both levels of government.
WAM also has a representative to the Manitoba Model
Forest, another organization that promotes sustainable
management of Manitoba’s wooded areas.
WAM is a nonprofit organization led by a volunteer Board
of Directors, which meets monthly. Our Annual General
Meeting (AGM) is held each year before the end of March
and is open to all members in good standing.
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Trudeau brothers inherit
Quebec woodlot in 2015
Continued from front page

estimated $2.7million.
Trudeau and his brother Alexandre inherited the land
from their father’s estate in 2015, after it had been held
in trust since Pierre Trudeau’s death in 2000.
The family business sells lumber and firewood, but
Trudeau is not wielding a chainsaw himself. The
business operation, according to the Prime Minister’s
Office, was placed in a blind trust following the federal
election in October.
The property includes hills, forests and two small
lakes, along with a chalet. It is near St. Adolphe
d‘Howard on the shore of Lac du Coeur, about 100 km
northwest of Montreal.
The Trudeau siblings now join the 130,000 family
foresters with woodlots in Quebec.

IISD mapping Manitoba’s biomass sources
By Sheilla Jones
Finding a reliable supply of biomass is a concern for
industry and consumers looking to adopt biomass
burners as a sustainable, carbonneutral energy source.
To help locate fuel sources, the International Institute
of Sustainable Development is developing the Manitoba
Bioeconomy Atlas.
“Where is biomass located?” asked Richard Grossans,
senior research scientist at IISD. He put the question to a
dozen people attending a focus group workshop at the
9th Annual Biomass Workshop in Morden in March.
And then he answered the question. “We don’t know.
That’s why we’re creating the atlas.”
The atlas is a webbased spatial inventory of both
conventional and unconventional biomass sources.
“This is a special mapping tool,” said Grossans. “It can
be used for conventional sources like woody biomass
and agricultural residue. And it can be used for
unconventional biomass like grasses and cattails. At this
point, we don’t want to limit the options.”
The IISD team developed their working model using
cattails, mainly because they already had good sources of
information on cattail locations using remote sensing.
But, said Grossans, it’s not enough to know where the
biomass sources are to be found.
“Where are the users? We have a functional operational
mapping tool, but we need to gather input from user

Richard Grossans conducted a focus
session at the 9th Annual Biomass
Workshop in Morden in March on biomass
mapping. He is a senior research scientist at
the International Institute of Sustainable
Development in Winnipeg.

groups and industry.”
The Bioeconomy Atlas, which Grossans said will be
released in 2017, is expected to be used to help biomass
producers, refiners and consumers determine the best
sites for setting up facilities and investing in Manitoba’s
nascent bioenergy economy.

Canada slow to adopt woody biomass energy
By Sheilla Jones
Woody biomass can be converted to
energy, whether it is burned in the
form of small pellets for in 20foot
logs used in wholetree burners.
The complexities of using woody
biomass to generate heat and power
have been studied by the Canadian
Model Forest Network (CMFN), and
the results published in the guide
“Biomass Heating and Electricity
Production: A Guidebook For Rural
Communities In Canada”.
“This guide is a valuable resource,”
said Brian Kotak, general manager of
the CMFN in Pine Falls, “at a time
when people across the country are

looking to see how they can
contribute to Canada's climate change
strategy.”
Bioenergy production from woody
biomass has not been widely adopted
in Canada, said Kotak, mainly
because of the costs involved relative
to traditional fossil fuels.
“With Canada's vast forests, woody
biomass is an obvious resource, but
the affordability of extraction and
processing remains a challenge."
The biomass guide is publicly
available, and can be downloaded for
free from the Model Forest website at
www.modelforest.net.
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Planning for
future forests as
Manitoba’s
climate warms
By Sheilla Jones
Climate change is presenting a challenge to
foresters when it comes to planting future
forests.
“Reforestation strategies have to change,” said
Professor Andy Park, forest ecologist at the
University of Winnipeg, “but the question is to
what?”
Park is trying to answer that question with a
forest migration trial plantation at the Pineland
Forest Nursery, planted with 3,400 seedlings.
The seedlings include Ponderosa pine from
seeds collected from Colorado and South
Dakota, and Colorado blue spruce seeds from
Arizona and Colorado.
Climate change models are predicting the
temperature on the Canadian prairies to warm
by up to two degrees by the end of this century,
altering forest composition as trees from more
southerly environments “migrate” northward.
“From a forester’s point of view,” said Park,
“you would normally replant with what you
planted before, assuming the climate today is
the same as yesterday. With climate change, the
uncertainty is making people in forestry very
cautious.”
In May 2015, Park and his students planted
out four species of seedlings in eight
randomized blocks, using seedlings grown at the
Pineland nursery from seeds Park collected.
Along with Ponderosa pines and Colorado blue
spruce, Park’s team also planted Red pine and
White spruce, which are common to southern
Manitoba.
Surviving a Manitoba winter
Park and his students visited the trial plots at

Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

University of Winnipeg forest ecology professor Andy Park
checks the damage to the assisted migration trial in April
at the Pineland Forest Nursery at Hadashville. About half
of the seedlings planted were damaged by deerbrowsing
and needle burn.
On page 4, a healthy spruce from the trial plot.

the end of April to assess how the seedlings fared after a
difficult winter.
“We scraped through the first year,” said Park. “Nature
was throwing us curveballs and there was a lot of
damage. About fifty percent of the seedlings were
damaged. There was a lot of deerbrowsing and needle
burn.”
The pines were hardest hit by browsing, since the plant
is heavily invested in the terminal bud for its new
growth. Spruces have more tips for growth, so they can
better survive being nibbled on by deer.
Park said the needle burn is likely due to the
“temperature backlash” this spring.
“It was warm in March and it was like winter in April.
If trees are dehardened prematurely, it results in needle
burn. Pines can withstand temperatures below 60°C in
the winter, but in the spring when the trees are de
hardening, you can kill them at 5°C.”
Park said it’s too early to tell how well the Colorado
spruce and Ponderosa pine will adapt to Manitoba’s
growing conditions.
“The Ponderosa pine appeared to fare better than the
Red pine this year. We don’t know why. The
phenological differences will start showing themselves
after about five years.”
The peanut butter solution
Park said deerbrowsing is one of the biggest issues he
faces with the trial plots.
“Even with electric fences, we had a lot of browsing.”
He said he may try out a novel solution suggested by
Trevor Stanley, general manager at Pineland nursery,
who recommended discouraging deer with peanut butter.
“You put peanut butter on the fence wire, and when the
deer lick it, they get a shock. We might just try that to
protect our plantings.”
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WAM AGM 2016

Photo by MFA

The 2015 CIF Preconference tour at the Sandilands Forest Discovery Centre in September.

MFA reports on a busy and productive year in 2015
By Tatiana Moroz, Manitoba Forestry Association
This report was presented by the MFA at the WAM
AGM in Winnipeg in March 2016.
The Manitoba Forestry Association (MFA) has
undergone some changes this past year. Last year the
MFA acquired a new president, Dave Wotton, a retired
provincial government employee with Manitoba
Conservation and Water Stewardship. His wealth of
experience, his passion for forestry education, and his
dedication to the organization has so far proven to be a
great asset for the MFA.
Kristen and Tatiana, the two Resource Extension
Officers for the MFA have been at the association for
over a year now and are happy to say that the Private
Land Resource Planning (PLRP) program is in full
force. The PLRP program is a service that the
association provides to private woodlot owners
throughout the province.
The goal of the program is to provide landowners with
education and advice as it pertains to their woodlots.
The final product that the landowner receives is a
Resource Management Plan (RMP), a Harvesting Plan,
a Tree Planting Plan or a Timber Assessment.
For the 2015 fiscal year the MFA delivered the
following plans: eleven RMPs (nine in western
Manitoba and two in eastern), one Tree Planting Plan,
and one Timber Assessment in western Manitoba.
Preventing escarpment erosion
Throughout the year, PLRP staff mainly focussed on
the completion of the Sustainable Slopes Project, which
is a partnership between the MFA, Manitoba Habitat
6 The Manitoba Woodlot

Heritage Corporation (MHHC) and the Pembina Valley
Conservation District (PVCD).
The target area of the project was the Pembina
Escarpment, which is a sensitive, highly erodible area of
Manitoba. Erosion has become an issue in this part of
the province due to the removal of forests from these
slopes primarily for crop production.
One of the goals of the project was to educate
landowners about the risks of removing trees and the
benefits trees provide when maintaining forest cover. As
part of this project, MHHC was encouraging landowners
to enter their properties into conservation agreements,
which protect the forests on those properties in
perpetuity.
Every landowner with a conservation agreement on
their property was required to receive a RMP for their
woodlot. As of March 31st, the MFA completed the
quota of RMP’s for the project; in total seven plans were
delivered.
Educational activities
Along with conducting field work and creating
management plans, PLRP staff, with the assistance of
fellow MFA employees, participated in the following
educational events:
• forestry training workshops for high school aged
participants of the MFA’s Regional and Provincial
Envirothon events held in various loctaions in Manitoba,
• a treeplanting workshop for the RM of Piney,
• a forestry training workshop at the Harvest Moon
Ecochallenge for grade seven and eight students in
Continued on page 10
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Message from the president

WAM marks 25th year
with new strategic plan
By Irene de Graaf, WAM President
This has been a very busy year for WAM’s board of
directors. In 2014, WAM was awarded funding under the
Growing Forward2 program, a federal and provincial
costshared program offered under Manitoba
Agriculture, Food and Rural Development. In 2015,
WAM delivered and completed the Woodland Farm
Food Project.
The project delivered two key benefits. It allowed the
WAM board to work with a consultant to develop a
strategic plan for the organization. And it provided the
resources for WAM to conduct wild food consultations
and deliver a significant report to government, industry
and the public.
I would like to acknowledge director and past WAM
president Mike James for being the driving force behind
the wild food initiative. He and Ken Fosty conducted the
consultations around the province. Through the
consultations, they connected with many people and
organizations that WAM can work with on future
projects, such as Foraging in the Forest. I’ll get to that
project in a moment.
I would also like to acknowledge the extensive work
of Sheilla Jones on researching and writing Wild Food
Foraging and Farming: Building a wild food industry in
Manitoba. She and Mike produced a powerful report that
has the potential to shape the future direction of
commercial development of wild foods.
WAM’s strategic plan
The board has put a great deal of time and thought into
developing a plan for WAM. We are a small organization
with modest resources, so we need to allocate our time
and resources in a way that best serves the interests of
WAM and its members.
In a nutshell, WAM’s strategic plan promotes “wisdom
in the woods” for its members and for the public through
education, advocacy and opportunity.
This means educating members and the public through
workshops and website resources such as the Wood
Wise Firewood Information Centre.

WAM's 2016/2017 board of directors
Front, LR: Clint Pinder, vicepresident; Irene de Graaf,
president; Allan Webb, secretarytreasurer.
Back, LR: Directors Bruce MacLeod, Bob Austman,
Silvia Chiaramello, Mike James, Chris Matthewson.

The Woodlot Association of Manitoba
promotes "wisdom in the woods" through
• education
• advocacy, and
• opportunity.
It means working with government, elected officials
and likeminded organizations to influence policies that
benefit woodlot owners.
It means working with industry and government to
identify and develop economic opportunities for
woodlot owners.
WAM’s strategic plan has a fourth priority:
organizational health. The board recognizes that if it is
to effectively deliver on its priorities, it must have a
solid organizational structure to support them. Our
strategic plan includes a template for evaluating the
strengths and challenges of proposed projects and
events. It allows the board to make informed decisions
about which projects to take on, and which ones will not
work for us.
Of course, the whole point of building WAM’s
organizational health is so that we can better serve our
Continued on page 9
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View Envirothon videos until May 28, 2016

http://livestream.com/fsd/envirothon
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Online videos help
students prepare for 20th
Manitoba Envirothon
The Manitoba Forestry Association and its partners
are hosting the 20th Annual Manitoba Envirothon,
May 2628, 2016 at the Wilderness Edge Retreat and
Conference Centre in Pinawa.
To help students prepare, participants can watch
online training videos posted on the Frontier School
Division website.
This year’s Envirothon is focussing on the impact of
invasive species on aquatics, forestry, soils and
wildlife. At scheduled times, students have the
opportunity to participate in live discussion so that
they can ask questions and the presenters can
immediately answer them.
The videos are also publicly accessible to anyone
interested in invasive species issues, and can be
viewed up until May 28 when the Envirothon ends.
There are two videos that may be of particular
interest to woodlot owners:
• Invasive Species: presented by Kyla Maslaniec,
Pest Management Biologist, Forestry and Peatland,
Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship
• Forestry and Native Plants: presented by Glenn
Peterson, Coordinator, Manitoba Envirothon
You can access the presentations online at
livestream.com/fsd/envirothon. For more information,
see the Invasive Species poster on page 8.
Manitoba Envirothon started in 1997 with four teams
and 20 students, and has since had over 540 teams and
over 2,700 students participate.

WAM president Irene de Graaf
presents outgoing director Louise
Matthewson with a thankyou gift at the
WAM AGM in appreciation for her
contribution to the organization.

Strategic plan presented
Continued from page 7

members and the public. To that end, WAM is developing
two educational programs for this summer, with the
support of a number of community organizations.
“Foraging in the Forest” will build on the public
interest in foraging for wild food, with workshops
planned for the summer.
The “Be WoodWise” campaign is being developed by
WAM and the Manitoba Forestry Association, with
sponsorship by Red River Mutual. It has three key
components:
• WoodWise 101firewood safety workshops for
community organizations delivered by WAM on a cost
recovery basis,
• a WoodWise elearning firewood safety course being
delivered by MFA, and
• a public awareness campaign through WoodWise
brochures made available wherever woodburning
appliances and firewood are sold.
The progress WAM makes this year will, of course,
depend on our success at acquiring grants to support our
educational efforts, but we are optimistic.
This year marks WAM’s 25th anniversary. The new
board will have the pleasure of deciding how WAM
would like to celebrate this important anniversary.
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MFA reports on busy 2015
Continued from page 6

Why become a member of WAM?
As a member you will be promoting active
stewardship of Manitoba’s privately owned
woodlands, woodlots and family forests. You
will also receive a great deal, including:
—A bimonthly newsletter, complete with up
todate information of upcoming events, current
woodlot/forestry/conservation issues, and wood
products/services available in your area. The
Manitoba Woodlot newsletter can be mailed to
a Canadian address or accessible online to
members only in advance of being made
available to the public. Online access saves
WAM the costs for postage and printing, and
members can view the newsletter in colour.
View past issues of The Manitoba Woodlot at
woodlotmanitoba.com/newsletter.
—Special membersonly rates for events and
workshops.
—Opportunities to participate in field days,
demonstrations, conferences, workshops and
meetings on topics related to woodlot
management.
—Free classified ads in The Manitoba Woodlot.
—If you operate a commercial woodlot or
agrowoodlot, the WAM membership fee is a tax
deductible business expense.
—Membership in WAM is open to individuals
and businesses. Dues are $30.00. Those
interested in membership can telephone (204)
4678648, or apply/renew membership online
at woodlotmanitoba.com/aboutus/membership.
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Clearwater, MB, and
• a tree I.D workshop at the Manitoba Environmental
Industries Association (MEIA) Career Expo at the
University of Manitoba.
Conferences attended include: the Manitoba GIS
Users' Group Annual Conference in Winnipeg, the
Canadian Institute of Forestry’s (CIF) National AGM
and Conference in Kenora, ON, and the Manitoba
Conservation Districts Association Conference in
Brandon. PLRP staff also participated in the CIF
Manitoba Chapter’s annual breakfast meeting, catching
up on forestry activities taking place in the province,
and updating fellow forestry workers on the MFA’s
activities.
Sandilands trail reopened
On September 14th, the MFA’s Sandilands Forest
Discovery Centre (SFDC), located near Hadashville,
MB, was one of three stops on the preconference tour
of the 2015 CIF AGM and Conference in Kenora
The tour was able to be held at the same time as the
official reopening of the redeveloped SFI/Pine Ridge
Trail at SFDC.
Back in October 2012, the Pine Ridge hiking trail at
the centre was severely damaged by a snow storm.
Funding was received from the Sustainable Forestry
Initiative (SFI) to refurbish and reinterpret the Pine
Ridge Trail, focusing on sustainable forest management
practices.
To celebrate the reopening of the trail, the now Past
President of the CIF, Al Stinson, current director of the
CIF’s Manitoba Chapter, Brad Epp, and two of the
recipients of the CIF Prince of Wales Leadership award
cut the flaggingtape ribbon to officially open the trail.
In order to get ready for these events, the MFA and the
CIF’s Manitoba Chapter organized a work day at the
centre in August to get some much needed work
completed.
The boardwalk along the Sagimay hiking trail was
repaired, dead trees throughout the property were
removed, the overgrowth on the hiking trails was
cleared and the stairs to some of the buildings were
repaired. Before this, the fire TAC crew from
Hadashville generously donated their time to remove
hazard trees throughout the centre.
Treeplanting for National Forest Week
During National Forest Week, the MFA, in partnership
with Qualico Homes, went out to the St. Andrews

WAM MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

airport with grade five and six students from Machray
School in Winnipeg. The students planted one hundred
white spruce trees along a strip where a walking path
will soon be constructed. As always, the kids had a great
time.
Tree planters from a northern community were hired
the following week to plant 10,000 more trees along the
same path.
Annual seedling sales
The MFA holds its annual seedling sales distribution
every spring. Traditionally, the event has been held at the
MFA’s Sandilands Forest Discovery Centre, but things
were changed up in 2015. For the first time, it was held
at the Birds Hill Tree Nursery in the northern end of
Birds Hill Park.
The new location worked out well as it is significantly
closer to Winnipeg, making it a more convenient pickup
location for many landowners. Again, this year’s
distribution will be held at Birds Hill on May 57t.
Manitoba heritage trees
One last noteworthy MFA program to mention is the
new Heritage trees program. The MFA has partnered
with Manitoba Conservation & Water Stewardship and
Trees Winnipeg to create the first provincial heritage tree
program in Canada. This new program that was launched
in October builds upon the programs previously offered
by both the MFA and Trees Winnipeg.
The MFA has had a very productive year and we are
looking forward to more opportunities and initiatives to
get involved with. The MFA will continue to work and
partner with WAM and other likeminded organizations.
If you would like additional information about the PLRP
program, contact Tatiana Moroz and Kristen Malec and
they would be more than happy to answer any questions.

Use our convenient online form and PayPal
option or fill out this form and mail it.
Apply online: woodlotmanitoba.com/about
us/membership.

□ Membership fee 2016 $30.00
□ Renewal fee 2016 $30.00
I am particularly interested in:
□ Firewood and biomass energy
□ Wild foods and othe speciality crops
□ Lumber, logging and sawmills
□ Woodlot management
□ Wildlife habitat enhancement
□ Soil and water conservation
□ Christmas trees
□ All of the above
We encourage WAM members to use the cost
effictive option of receiving The Manitoba
Woodlot and Event notices by email.
□ I don't have email. Please mail the newsletter.
NAME
ADDRESS
EMAIL
PHONE
Do you require a receipt? □ Yes

□ No

Thank you for supporting Manitoba's privately
owned woodlots, family forests and wooded
lands.
MAIL TO:
Woodlot Association of Manitoba
c/o Allan Webb, SecretaryTreasurer
Box 43
Stonewall, MB R0C 2ZO
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Publications Mail Agreement No. 41591026
Return undeliverable Canadian addressed copies to:
Woodlot Association of Manitoba
900 Corydon Ave., Winnipeg, MB R3M 0Y4

Celebrating WAM's
25 years
MEMBERS: We want your ideas!
This fall marks WAM’s 25th anniversary
representing Manitoba’s woodlot owners.
The WAM board would like your input into
how we mark this important milestone.
Here are some ideas to consider:
□ a gathering to honour all the past
presidents
□ a “bush party” for current and past
members
□ a commemorative edition of The
Manitoba Woodlot
□ a “Wisdom in the Woods”
compendium of timeless newsletter articles
on woodlot management
□ an axethrowing competition
□ other ______________
You may have an even better idea!
Please let us know by June 30, 2016 by
contacting:
• President Irene de Graaf
Phone: 2046612068
Email: president@woodlotmanitoba.com
• Secretarytreasurer Allan Webb
Phone: 2045678648
Email: secretary@woodlotmanitoba.com
(Or you can clip this out and mail it to
Allan at the address on page 11.)
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Read the full report at: woodlotmanitoba.com/woodlandfood/wildfoodreport2015/

