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Wisdom in the Woods

Tolko closure a blow to MB foresters and contractors

A century of iconic pole piers in Dunnottar
Don Skorupski has been building Dunnottar's famous pole piers for more than
60 years, following in the footsteps of his father, who was building them at least
100 years ago. The construction is simple, involving limbed poplar, spruce and
tamarack poles, sledge hammers and, as Skorupski points out in this photo,
using the horizon as a measure for leveling the piers. More on page 6.

WAM Fall Picnic: Saturday, Sept 24, 2016 at Birds Hill Park
See page 4 for details.

The closure of the Tolko paper mill in The Pas is a blow
to the 332 employees who will lose their jobs and a town
that will lose a major employer. It’s also a big blow to the
contractors and private foresters supplying the company’s

roundwood and wood chips.
“It’s huge,” said Ward Perchuk, owner of Spruce

Products Ltd in Swan River, in a brief interview from the
bush. “It’s having a huge impact here.”

By Sheilla Jones

Continued on page 5

Sheilla Jones
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The Manitoba Woodlot is published six times annually as a
service to the membership of the Woodlot Association of
Manitoba (WAM).

WAM seeks to promote an understanding of sustainable
woodlot management, increase income and employment
potential for the woodlot sector, promote the use of woodlot
products in the place of nonrenewable and imported products,
and develop human resources in woodlot management.

WAM represents the interests of our members within the
Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners (CFWO). The
CFWO makes those interests known to forestry ministers at
both levels of government.

WAM also has a representative to the Manitoba Model
Forest, another organization that promotes sustainable
management of Manitoba’s wooded areas.

WAM is a nonprofit organization led by a volunteer Board
of Directors, which meets monthly. Our Annual General
Meeting (AGM) is held each year before the end of March
and is open to all members in good standing.
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VicePresident: Clint Pinder, Stony Mountain
SecretaryTreasurer:
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Past President: Len Riding
Directors:

•Mike James, Winnipeg, Beaconia
•Bob Austman, Beausejour
•Tom Dykstra, Balmoral
•Bruce MacLeod, Winnipeg
•Chris Matthewson, Oakbank
•Silvia Chiaramello, Thalberg

Editor: Sheilla Jones
Email: editor@woodlotmanitoba.com

Woodlot Association of Manitoba
900 Corydon Ave., Winnipeg, MB R3M 0Y4

Website: woodlotmanitoba.com

At WAM’s AGM in April, a motion to change the
official yearend from December 31 to March 31 passed
unanimously. The yearend change aligns WAM’s fiscal
year with the federal/provincial year end, and allows
WAM to hold its AGM during the spring when outdoor
events can be planned. The WAM board will now be
implementing the membership renewal due date to match
the shift in the yearend.

Effective immediately, the annual membership fee will
shift from being due on January 1 of each year to April 1.
Current members will have their 2016 membership
extended to April 1 at no extra cost. New members can
join for the remainder of 2016 and up to March 31 for
$10. The annual membership fee for 2017/2018 will
remain at $30.

Members who are in the habit of paying their
membership renewal in January will be credited with
paying for the 2017/18 year.

WAM thanks its members for their continued support,
and look forward to celebrating WAM’s 25th anniversary
in the spring with both new and old members.

Changes to WAM
membership due dates
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Manitoba biomass research and production got a boost
this summer when the Biomass Energy Support Program
got an infusion of $1million.

“Biomass and other renewable fuels can create
opportunities for Manitoba’s farmers and other key
partners,” said Manitoba Agriculture Minister Ralph
Eichler. “The twopronged approach of this grant program
encourages Manitobans making the necessary transition
to biomass, while also recognizing research is essential to
finding new markets and creating both economic and
environmental benefits.”

Half of the funding is being allocated to capital grants to
promote the transition to renewable biomass fuel. The
other half is intended for applied research projects to
support the growth of the biomass industry in Manitoba.

Biomass fuel stocks in Manitoba come from agriculture
residue from traditional crops such as wheat, flax and
sunflowers, and from purposegrown biomass crops such
as willow, poplar, reeds and other grasses.

Wood chips made from forestry residue, hog fuel and
salvaged lumber are also a popular source of fuel.

There are currently three main suppliers of wood chips
for fuel in Manitoba. Finmac Lumber is based in
Winnipeg; Lerial Enterprises is based in La Broquerie;
and St. Boniface Pallets in Winnipeg.

The St. Boniface pallet company is a strong supporter of
natural wood chips as a heating source, noting that with
“close to 8000 btu and only 12% moisture content,
biomass fuel is one of our best kept environmental secrets
as it burns clean and per btu is a fraction of the cost of
natural gas. Wood waste is one of most common sources
of biomass since it is so abundant in Canada.”

“Biomass farming” has also been promoted as a means

of providing a sustainable harvest of woody biomass
from plantations of willow and hybrid poplar. Manitoba
has two experimental plantations—the Hanes plantation
near Neepawa and the de Graaf plantation near Lockport.

As Dominik Roser of FPInnovations noted in his
presentation at the 9th Annual Biomass Workshop in
Morden in the spring, biomass production in Canada

More funding support for bringing biomass fuel to market

Demonstration of a biomass bailer on the de Graaf willow plantation in December 2011.

continues to face a number of challenges.
“There is the high cost of getting material from forests

and transporting it to facilities for processing. And then
there is the low cost of competing fuels.”

Roser also pointed to a problem with the availability of
reliable and proven technology for harvesting biomass.

Funding under the Biomass Energy Support Program
for applied research projects is intended to address gaps
or identify opportunities for business and technology in
the biomass sector.

The new funding is a continuation of the biomass
program jointly funded by the federal government and
the province under Growing Forward 2.

More information on the program is available online at
www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/innovationand
research/biomassenergysupportprogram.

...biomass fuel is one of our
bestkept environmental

secrets...

Biomass Energy Support Program

Jim Burns
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Nearly twothirds of Manitoba is covered in forests, but by
the end of 2016, there will be only a single major player left
in the province’s forestry business.

The province licensed three major companies to log vast
tracts of the province, but only Louisiana Pacific’s Forest
Management Licence (FML) is showing any promise. Here is
the breakdown.

FML #1: Tembec Industries Inc in Pine Falls originally
held FLM #1, but the licence is no longer listed on the
Manitoba forestry website. In 2008, a new, 20year Forest
Stewardship Plan was submitted to Manitoba Conservation
for review and approval. However, in 2009, Tembec locked
out its workers after they rejected an offer by the company
that cut their wages and benefits. A year later, the paper mill
officially shut down and as many as 300 workers were out of
a job. The plant was sold to a private investment firm that
specializes in dismantling and reselling industrial sites.

The plant was soon gone but the licence was still in play. In
2013, the province was hoping to transfer the FLM #1 to a
consortium, which included Kenora Forest Products
(Prendeville Industries) and four First Nations. The licence
area would have encompassed the southeast side of the
province from the American and Ontario borders north along
the east shore of Lake Winnipeg. The plan included
construction of a multimillion dollar mill in the Pine Falls
area, which would have brought 350 jobs to the region. That
plan fell apart in March 2014 as negotiations broke down.
Talks never resumed.

FML #2: Tolko Industries Ltd, a Vernon, BC company, is
the holder of Forestry Management Licence #2, which
stretches from the top of Lake Winnipegosis and the north
Interlake past Thompson and west to the Saskatchewan
border. The company has announced it will shutting down its
mill in The Pas at the end of 2016, putting about 330
employees out of work and eliminating a valuable market for
logging contractors and wood chip suppliers.

FML #3: Louisiana Pacific Canada Ltd holds FML #3,
which covers the Duck Mountain and Dauphin area from
Lake Winnipegosis west to the Saskatchewan border. LP has
recently invested $100million in converting the oriented
strandboard mill in Swan Valley into LP’s first Canadian
facility producing strandbased engineered wood siding. The
company says it made the move because engineered wood
siding is displacing fiber cement, vinyl and wood in the
marketplace. The plant conversion increased the number of
employees from 160 to 210.

Saturday, September 24, 2016
11am  3 pm

Birds Hill Park

MB soon down to single
major forestry player

11:00 Coffee
12:00 LUNCH: Pulled pork on a bun, fixings

Dessert
Coffee, cold drinks
Cost: $8

1:00 President's welcome:
Planning for the 25th Reunion

1:20 Presentation: Know your firewood
RSVP by September 21 to Allan Webb at:

• secretary@woodlotmanitoba.com
• 2044678648

WAM Fall Picnic

WAM members and guests are invited to
enjoy the fall foliage and lunch in the company

of people who truly appreciate trees.

Directions: Enter the park at the East Gate on
PR 206 (Festival Drive). Turn left into Group
Use Area 2 to Site 4. Watch for the WAM signs.

By Sheilla Jones

x
WAM
Picnic
Site ►

From East Gate
◄ on PR 206Park admission applies.

▲

▲

◄
▼
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Tolko has been buying more than half of the 600
thousand cubic metres of pulpwood, wood chips and hog
fuel that it uses each year from independent companies
like Spruce Products. Perchak’s has been one of the
largest independent suppliers in Manitoba delivering
fibre to Tolko.

Other companies have been contracted directly by
Tolko to cut inside the Forest Management Licence #2
area held by Tolko.

Jack Leptick and brother Kirk run Leptick Sawmills, a
business that’s been operating in Cranberry Portage,
about 100 km north of The Pas, since 1948. Leptick said
he’s a small contractor working for Tolko, delivering
about 4thousand cubic metres a year of pulpwood and
hog fuel to the mill.

“Now where are we going to sell our roundwood?
Tolko has been a big customer, especially for poplar, and
we certainly appreciated it. Poplar is just a weed, but
when the price of oil was so high, they were buying
poplar for hog fuel. And since we had to take down
poplars to get the spruce and pine for logs, it was good to
have a market for it.”

Tolko officials gave the cost of fuel for operating the
boilers in the mill as one of the contributing factors to
shutting down the operation. In 2014, Tolko noted that it
did not have access to the cheaper natural gas used by
competitors and instead relied on a combination of oil
and hog fuel.

Waugh’s Woods in The Pas is also a big contractor
working for Tolko. In recent years, the company
harvested more than 20thousand cubic metres of
pulpwood for the mill. Owner Duncan Waugh could not
be reached for comment.

The closure of the mill in The Pas will have far
reaching effects in northwestern Manitoba.

Leptick said it will take a toll on people in Cranberry
Portage, too. He noted that Anderson Logging, a
mechanized logging and heavy construction company
based in the community will also be hit hard.

“In the whole community, it’s a big impact. But at least
we still have Frontier Collegiate, which is our biggest
employer.”

Frontier Collegiate is a residential high school for
Northern Manitoba, with a campus residence for 200
students.

Announcement a big surprise
According to local government officials, the August 22

announcement of the mill closure came out of the blue.
Leptick said the announcement came as a complete

surprise to him, too.
“Just before, I had phoned to talk to one of the Tolko

foresters about my upcoming contract and he said he’d
look into it. He didn’t know about the closure. I don’t
think most people working there had any idea. They were
still interviewing for hiring people.”

Tolko company president and CEO Brad Thorlakson
announced the company was shutting down the
unbleached kraft paper division at The Pas in December.

“Unfortunately,” said Thorlakson, “despite years of
continued effort to improve the cost structure and business
results of the operations, the business is not financially
sustainable.”

The company had already closed down its sawmill
division in 2009.

Leptick said he’s looking at options to replace the work
he’s losing from Tolko. He said he’s been selling about
700800 cords of firewood a year, along with some
lumber to Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting in Flin Flon.

“We still sell lumber, but it’s not what it used to be. I’m
thinking now of raw logs for building log cabins. We do
have some large timber. People could order 30foot or 40
foot logs in the fall and we can go out and cut them in the
winter. I mean, we’ve got to do something.”

Continued from front page

Local pulpwood suppliers
unprepared for Tolko
shutdown
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Builder takes pride in beach community’s pole piers

For more than a century, the iconic pole piers in the
beach community of Dunnottar on Lake Winnipeg have
been going up in the spring and coming down in the fall
to avoid being crushed by winter ice. And that has
consumed a lot of poplar, spruce and tamarack poles.

For the past 62 years, pier builder Don Skorupski has
been building and dismantling the village’s public piers,
with most of the poplar coming from his woodlot.

“It takes about a hundred poles for each pier,” he said.
“And they only last about three years. The poles are
pounded into the ground about twotothree feet and then
topped off nicely so they’re even across the top. Some are
damaged when we pull them out in the fall. And some get
too short to use again.”

The Village of Dunnottar puts up eight piers each year,
which means Skorupski has to find more than 300 new
poles each spring. He has a quartersection of bush on his
farm, and the rightsized poplars he’s taking out of his
woods are about 15 years old.

“After all this time, they’re getting to be hard to find.
For the farthest out poles, they need to be 16 or 17 feet
long about four to six inches in diameter, and straight.”

Some of the poles, especially those pounded into the
sand farthest out from shore, are often tamarack and
spruce, but those don’t come from his woodlot. He had to
buy about a hundred tamarack and spruce poles this
spring from a supplier south of Winnipeg.

“We used to be able to get them from a business in
Teulon, but they couldn’t get a supply and there wasn’t
much money in it, so they quit. This year we were able to
get a supply from the Oak Bank Coop, and they got them
from up north. Poplars cost about five dollars each, but

tamarack is about $13 a pole. The costs add up. It costs
about $5000 to put in a pier, and that doesn’t include the
lumber.”

Skorupski said the reason he needs the more expensive
tamarack and spruce poles is because of beavers.

“They come up out of the marsh at Netley and they can
destroy a pier in no time. There’s never just one beaver.
There’s always two or three. And an older beaver can
chew through a poplar pole in two or three bites.
Beavers don’t touch the tamarack and spruce nearly as
much as they go after the poplar.”

He said replacing a chewed pole can be a real problem.
“When you build a pier, you pound in the poles, cut

them to level, and then you put in the planking. The
seating platform at the end of the pier is 16x16 feet. If a

By Sheilla Jones

Pier builder Don Skorupski.

Photos by
Sheilla Jones

Some Dunnottar cottagers are very particular about "their" pier. The Bowling Green Pier,
shown here, is the only one where the builder is required to use pole handrails.

Continued on next page
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pole gets cut under the platform, you have to dismantle
half of it to replace the pole. That’s a big job.”

Earlier this summer, he said he had to replace five
poles in a private pier in south Matlock due to beaver
damage.

The village has cut back on the number of piers it
builds. Skorupski said that, at one time, he was building
eleven swimming piers a year stretching out from the
shore to deeper water. The village also built four fishing
piers that were similar to the swimming piers but
without stairs at the end going down into the water.

“There used to be a lot more piers. My crew and I used
to put up 14 private piers and 13 public ones.”

Skorupski is also responsible for the dozen sitting
decks and stairs down the beach that dot the shoreline in
Dunnottar.

Cottagers very attached to their piers
Dunnottar residents are very attached to their pole

piers, and have been for a very long time. They are a
way to get out past the rocky shoreline and out to the
sandbars and deeper water for swimming.

“It’s also about getting away from the mosquitos,” said
Skorupski. “Out on the lake, there aren’t any bugs.”

He said he’s not sure when the people first started
constructing the pole piers in the beach community, but
his father was building then when he was a young man.

“That’s got to be a hundred years ago or better.”
One story is that the first piers were much smaller

structures built by cottagers so they could walk out to
their sailboats, which had to be moored beyond the
sandbars in the shallow waters on the southwest shore of
Lake Winnipeg. The beach community grew rapidly
after 1903 when the CPR built a track from the city of
Winnipeg to Winnipeg Beach, with whistle stops at
Matlock, Whytewold and Ponemah.

In 1947, the three communities amalgamated to form
the Village of Dunnottar to become an official beach
community, and that was because of the piers.

“Well over 50 years ago,” noted Dunnottar councillor
Bob Campbell in a 2013 oped article in the Winnipeg
Free Press, “community services such as the public piers
were a motivation for the ratepayers of Matlock,
Whytewold and Ponemah to establish their own
municipality. Until then, these beach communities were
a part of St. Andrews. Along with Victoria Beach and
Winnipeg Beach, our village was designated a cottage
community by legislation.”

Continued on back page

This polar pole, under the sitting deck on Tugela Pier, is
still sporting green leaves at the end of August.

Continued from previous page

Beavers and politics a
threat to piers
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Jeffries Nurseries in Portage la Prairie is set to make a
big, red splash across the province. It has developed a
hardy maple with leaves that turn red in the fall, similar
to those that brighten the fall foliage landscape in
Eastern Canada.

Wilbert Ronald, owner of the Portage la Prairie
company, said it took three decades to develop the
hybrid.

“This new maple is a first for Manitoba,” he said. “It
has been twenty years in development, followed by ten
years of hardiness trials and production testing. It is a
hybrid of the eastern Canadian Red maple and the
Canadian Silver maple, and it combines the red fall
colour of the red maple with the hardiness and vigour of
the silver maple.”

The tree, named Regal Celebration, is a seedless male
tree with zone 2 cold hardiness, but it’s outstanding
features include an excellent growth rate and consistent
red fall colour during the first week of October.

“Manitoba tree lovers,” said Ronald, “have very few
trees with the brilliant fall colours of eastern maples so
this will be an outstanding addition to prairie regions.”

The new hybrid was revealed in May on Manitoba
Day when Lt.Gov. Janice Filmon presided over the
planting of the maple on the grounds of Government
House in Winnipeg. The Regal Celebration was chosen
by Filmon as a sustainable way to recognize Order of
Manitoba recipients and others, with plans to plant the
colourful trees as part of Canada’s 150th birthday.

Ronald appreciates the significance. “The leaf of the
Regal Celebration is similar in appearance to the leaf
that graces the Canadian flag so it will have strong
recognition for Manitobans and Canadians.”

Jeffries Nurseries Ltd has an active research and
development program that has led to a number of new
plant cultivars, so it is not surprising that it has been
asked to develop other commemorative trees. The
company developed the Amber Jubilee Ninebark shrub
to mark the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth’s
reign. It also produced the Lord Selkirk Sugar maple to
honour the 200th anniversary of the arrival of the
Selkirk settlers in Manitoba.

Regal Celebration will be available for public sale in
the summer of 2017.

Jeffries to make big splash with new red maple

Philip Ronald

Lt.Gov. Janice
Filmon helps plant
a new hybrid
Regal Celebration
maple on the
grounds of
Government
House in May
while Winnipeg
Mayor Brian
Bowman and
Jeffries Nurseries
president Wilbert
Ronald look on.
portageonline.com

The bright red leaves of the Regal
Celebration maple.
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If you’re always staying on top of your forestry news,
then you most likely will be familiar with the hottest new
topic: the rapid spread of emerald ash borer (EAB)
(Agrilus planipennis) across North America.

This past June, it was officially confirmed that this
metallic bluegreen insect had made it as far as Thunder
Bay, progressing significantly closer to Manitoba.

The climate of Manitoba and our abundance of ash
trees will support a thriving EAB population, so both the
province and the city have been taking measures to
prepare for a potential outbreak. As a woodlot owner, you
should familiarize yourself with the exotic beetle, and
tour your woodlot to see how many ash trees you have on
your property.

EAB Hosts:
One of the steps that woodlot owners can take in

preparing for a potential EAB outbreak is familiarizing
themselves with the trees on their property. The host trees
include true ash trees, such as green and black ash, which
are species native to Manitoba and are very common
throughout the province.

Trees such as mountain ash are not considered true ash
trees and they are not susceptible to EAB. Manchurian
ash and different cultivars of the species are also less
vulnerable.

Do you have ash trees on your property? Ash trees are
typically found along the riverbank as they are a
riverbank species. They are a mediumt large deciduous
tree with a slender straight trunk and greyishbrown bark.
Ash trees have distinct compound leaves of 79 leaflets
(green ash) or 711 leaflets (black ash). Branching is
opposite and the fruits are single elongated wings.

Please contact the Manitoba Forestry Association if you
need help with your tree ID; we would be more than

happy to provide you with a Native Trees of Manitoba
Field Guide to help you identify the trees on your
woodlot.

EAB Description:
What is most distinguishable about the EAB is its

exquisite colour; the beetle is a beautiful metallic blue
green, and has bronze to black kidney shaped eyes. The
beetle can reach 14 mm in length and 4 mm in width,
whereas the larvae are about 32 mm long and are a
creamy white colour.

EAB Lifecycle:
The EAB has a twoyear lifecycle, and the infestation

will take place on the entire trunk of the tree and on the
larger branches in the crown.

The EAB larvae will overwinter under the bark of the
ash trees, pupate in the early spring and then the adults
will start emerging from late May till the end of June.
The adults will feed on the ash foliage and start laying
their eggs from June till the end of August; the female
will lay up to 300 individual eggs on the bark of the
trees.

By Tatiana Moroz, MFA

Emerald Ash Borer – How to prepare yourself
Invasive insect now confirmed in Thunder Bay

Pennsylvania Dept. of Conservation & Natural Resources
Forestry Archive Bugwood.org.
Obtained from www.gov.mb.ca

Continued on page 10
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Why become a member of WAM?

As a member you will be promoting active
stewardship of Manitoba’s privately owned
woodlands, woodlots and family forests. You
will also receive a great deal, including:

—A bimonthly newsletter, complete with up
todate information of upcoming events, current
woodlot/forestry/conservation issues, and wood
products/services available in your area. The
Manitoba Woodlot newsletter can be mailed to
a Canadian address or accessible online to
members only in advance of being made
available to the public. Online access saves
WAM the costs for postage and printing, and
members can view the newsletter in colour.
View past issues of The Manitoba Woodlot at
woodlotmanitoba.com/newsletter.

—Special membersonly rates for events and
workshops.

—Opportunities to participate in field days,
demonstrations, conferences, workshops and
meetings on topics related to woodlot
management.

—Free classified ads in The Manitoba Woodlot.

—If you operate a commercial woodlot or
agrowoodlot, the WAM membership fee is a tax
deductible business expense.

—Membership in WAM is open to individuals
and businesses. Dues are $30.00. Those
interested in membership can telephone (204)
4678648, or apply/renew membership online
at woodlotmanitoba.com/aboutus/membership.

After the eggs hatch, the larvae will bore into the bark
and begin feeding on the phloem of the tree, leaving
distinguishable Sshaped galleries. This is the most
damaging stage of the lifecycle, as the flow of nutrients
is disrupted by the larval feeding.

What symptoms to look for:
The following signs and symptoms will be noticeable

if EAB is present. As the immature beetles feed on the
host tree’s foliage, they will leave irregular notches on
the leaves. You will also notice vertical cracks along
the trunk of the tree, which is caused by the larval
activity under the bark.

The galleries created by the larvae can be as long as
16 cm, in some cases being almost 30 cm. Pupation
takes place at the end of the gallery, just beneath the
bark. Once reaching maturity, the mature beetles will
emerge through Dshaped exit holes they create in the
bark. This is a signifying feature of an EAB infestation.
However, it is not always easy to notice.

Other symptoms that can alert you to a possible
infestation include increased woodpecker activity,
dying or dead ash trees (specifically if the bark is
peeling off), crown dieback and thinning, and
increased growth of epicormic shoots as the tree fights
for survival.

EAB control:
The province of Manitoba lists three control measures

for managing EAB. Removing and destroying infected
ash trees will probably be the most effective method of
managing EAB throughout the province.

Insecticides have been approved in Canada, but since
EAB is not yet in the province, no trees have been
chemically treated.

As for biological controls, nonstinging wasps have
been released in Canada and the US. These wasps are
natural predators of EAB in their native habitat.
Currently more research is going into a fungal
pathogen that is believed to kill EAB.

The province and the City of Winnipeg are actively
monitoring for EAB by setting up green prismshaped
traps in selected ash trees.

Continued from page 9

Preparing for Emerald
Ash Borer threat

Continued on next page
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WAM MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Use our convenient online form and PayPal
option or fill out this form and mail it.
Apply online: woodlotmanitoba.com/about
us/membership.

□Membership fee Sept/16Mar/17 $10.00
□Membership fee Apr17Mar/18 $30.00

I am particularly interested in:
□ Firewood and biomass energy
□Wild foods and othe speciality crops
□ Lumber, logging and sawmills
□Woodlot management
□Wildlife habitat enhancement
□ Soil and water conservation
□ Christmas trees
□All of the above

We encourage WAM members to use the cost
effective option of receiving The Manitoba
Woodlot and Event notices by email.
□ I don't have email. Please mail the newsletter.

NAME
ADDRESS

EMAIL
PHONE

Do you require a receipt?□Yes □ No

Thank you for supporting Manitoba's privately
owned woodlots, family forests and wooded

lands.

MAIL TO:
Woodlot Association of Manitoba
c/o Allan Webb, SecretaryTreasurer
Box 43
Stonewall, MB R0C 2ZO

It is believed that the emerald ash borer came here on a
wood pallet or a crate all the way from China. It is spread
by people moving firewood, or even hitching rides on
vehicles during travel. It is important for people to buy
wood locally and burn it on site. If you travel to an area
where EAB is present, check your clothing and vehicle to
make sure no adults are hitching a ride and never move
firewood.

The first discovery of EAB in North America occurred
in Detroit, Michigan in 2002. Since that time, the spread
of EAB has been substantial, devastating millions of ash
(Fraxinus spp.) trees across both the US and Canada.

We don’t know when EAB will arrive in Manitoba, but
it is best we prepare ourselves for the potential outbreak.
By familiarizing yourself with the trees present on your
woodlot and learning more about the beetle, you will have
a better idea of what to watch for. Some believe that EAB
is already present in the province and has just simply not
been detected yet. Who knows, you could potentially be
one of the first people to report a sighting in the province.

For more information on the emerald ash borer please
visit www.gov.mb.ca.

Dshaped Holes (Daniel Herms, The Ohio State University,
Bugwood.org.

Obtained from www.gov.mb.ca

Continued from previous page
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The importance of preserving the piers became an issue
again in 2013 when the then NDP government wanted to
force smaller municipalities to amalgamate with larger ones.
The village feared it would once again be swallowed up by
St. Andrews and the piers would not be a priority for the
largely agricultural municipality.

“It takes a lot of hard work and craftsmanship to build a
pier,” Campbell argued at the time. “It also takes a political
commitment from the local government to pay the costs to
erect and dismantle eight public piers that are only available
for a few months each summer.”

The community eventually got an exemption from the
amalgamation legislation (as did Victoria Beach).

As protective as Dunnottar residents and cottagers are about
their piers, they are also touchy about getting them up as
quickly as possible in the spring. They can’t go in, however,
until the ice breaks up for fear they’ll be crushed if the winds
push the ice into shore.

The Nelson pier goes in first because it’s in a sheltered bay.
“There’s sometimes still ice on the lake when we start,” said

Skorupski, “and the ice doesn’t push in at Nelson so that’s
where we start. It takes about six or seven weeks to get them
all up, and we can’t do them all up at once. It’s a bit of a
race.”

To be fair to all the cottagers, the municipality changes the
order in which the other piers go up. One municipal staffer
noted that people are so anxious for their favourite pier to be
opened up that they often perceive that theirs is the last one
built every year, even if it’s not.

After 62 years building piers, Skorupski is still building the
public piers for the village, but has cut back on the number of
private constructions.

“I still do a few private piers,” he said, “but I used to do as
many as 27 a summer back when I had five or six guys
working for me.”

Dunnottar community protective of its iconic pole piers
Continued from page 7

The plank walkway on Tugela Pier invites beach
goers out into Lake Winnipeg.




