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Wisdom in the Woods

Inside...

By Sheilla Jones

WAM members, new and old, gather
around the fire as WAM vice
president Clint Pinder demonstrates
the trick of splitting rounds in a tire at
Birds Hill Park in September. For
more on the picnic, the tire trick and
the "cowboy" hot tub heater, see
pages 4 and 5.

Forest infestations explode, climate change blamed
Warmer than usual winters due to climate change can

make life on the prairies a little less taxing, but the
warmer weather linked to climate change is also making
life easier for insects attacking trees.

This summer, southern Manitoba has seen significant
outbreaks of Jack pine budworm in the Interlake and
north of Grand Rapids.

“The Jack pine budworm just exploded this year,” said

Kyla Maslaniec, a pest management biologist with
Sustainable Development forestry branch. “We think is it
possibly related to having too mild winters.”

Maslaniec said the cycles of Jack pine budworm
typically last from 35 years.

“Budworm can disappear just as quickly as it appears.
We’ve been expecting an infestation. We haven’t had an
outbreak since the 1980s.”

Old and new
members get
together at WAM
Fall Picnic

Continued on page 3

• Tolko paper mill sold, jobs saved, page 2
• MFA revamps woodlot management plans, page 8
• Softwood lumber dispute back on, page 10

Address label
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The Manitoba Woodlot is published six times annually as a
service to the membership of the Woodlot Association of
Manitoba (WAM).

WAM seeks to promote an understanding of sustainable
woodlot management, increase income and employment
potential for the woodlot sector, promote the use of woodlot
products in the place of nonrenewable and imported products,
and develop human resources in woodlot management.

WAM represents the interests of our members within the
Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners (CFWO). The
CFWO makes those interests known to forestry ministers at
both levels of government.

WAM also has a representative to the Manitoba Model
Forest, another organization that promotes sustainable
management of Manitoba’s wooded areas.

WAM is a nonprofit organization led by a volunteer Board
of Directors, which meets monthly. Our Annual General
Meeting (AGM) is held each year before the end of March
and is open to all members in good standing.

Woodlot Association of Manitoba
Board of Directors 2016/2017

President: Irene de Graaf, Narol, (204) 6612068
president@woodlotmanitoba.com

VicePresident: Clint Pinder, Stony Mountain
SecretaryTreasurer:

Allan Webb, Stonewall (204) 4678648
secretary@woodlotmanitoba.com

Past President: Len Riding
Directors:

•Mike James, Winnipeg, Beaconia
•Bob Austman, Beausejour
•Tom Dykstra, Balmoral
•Bruce MacLeod, Winnipeg
•Chris Matthewson, Oakbank
•Silvia Chiaramello, Thalberg

Editor: Sheilla Jones
Email: editor@woodlotmanitoba.com

Woodlot Association of Manitoba
900 Corydon Ave., Winnipeg, MB R3M 0Y4

Website: woodlotmanitoba.com

Logging, plant jobs
saved as new owner
acquires Tolko mill in
The Pas

The Tolko paper mill in The Pas will remain in
operation, now that the company has sold the mill rather
than shutting it down in December as planned.

The sale will come as a huge relief to the roughly 250
contract loggers who have been supplying about half the
Tolko plant’s pulpwood, wood chips and hog fuel.

The sale, announced in early November, will see
Canadian Kraft Paper Industries Limited, a company
affiliated with American Industrial Acquisition
Corporation, take over the Kraft paper mill and the
company’s sawmill.

“We are pleased negotiations with Canadian Kraft Paper
Industries Limited have reached a successful conclusion,"
said Brad Thorlakson, president and CEO of Tolko. “I
want to thank the employees at the Manitoba operation
for their dedication and patience throughout this process,
and to the retirees for their support of the sale.”

Under the agreement, the current employees will
transition to Canadian Kraft Paper Industries to keep
operations going.

The sale of the mill saves more than 300 jobs but it
came with costs. Unionized employees accepted a ten
percent pay cut for five years, and agreed to a threeyear
exemption on making pension payments. The municipal
government granted a $450,000 tax exemption to the new
company for three years.

In a statement, Premier Brian Pallister said, “Our
government is extremely pleased by the successful
completion of an agreement between Tolko Industries
Ltd. and Canadian Kraft Paper Industries Limited that
will preserve existing jobs and secure longterm,
sustainable development through one of the primary
employers in northern Manitoba.”

Thorlakson said Tolko, which is based in Vernon, BC,
will work with the new owners to assist with the
transition.

He added that the company wanted to acknowledge the
critical role that the Swampy Cree Tribal Council played
in enabling this sale, and recognized the Manitoba
Government, the Town of The Pas and local unions for
their cooperation and work towards making this sale
happen.

The deal is the result of a joint venture agreement
between Swampy Cree Holdings, an economic
development corporation owned by eight First Nations,
and Canadian Kraft Paper.



Fall 2016 3

Interlake Jack pine budworm infestation explodes,
gypsy moth eradicated in Lee River

The budworm larvae feed on the needles and can be
identified by partially chewed needles and clumps of
accumulated spun silk. Almost all the needles in the
upper crown may be consumed, resulting in top kill.
Multiple years of defoliation can kill off trees in as little
as two or three years.

Gypsy moths strike Lee River area
The Manitoba forestry department has been working to

prevent breeding populations of the invasive gypsy moth
from establishing in the province. In 2009, breeding
populations were detected in St. Germain and La Salle,
and were successfully eradicated through aerial spraying
of Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki, a biological
insecticide.

This summer, the department tackled an infestation in
eastern Manitoba near Lac du Bonnet.

“We have hopefully eradicated a population around Lee
River,” said Maslaniec. “We’ve been conducting mass
trapping to disrupt breeding, and so far, no egg masses
have been detected.”

In 2012, the province and the City of Winnipeg
conducted aerial spraying and successfully eradicated an
outbreak of the gypsy moth in the St. Vital area.

Sawyer beetles attacking live trees
The fallout from the snowstorm in October 2013 is

still being felt in southeastern Manitoba, when heavy
snow and winds took down large swaths of forested area.
The deadfall has produced a
massive infestation of sawyer
beetles.

“When there’s such a build
up of deadfall,” said
Maslaniec, “you get a lot of
sawyer beetles. Now, they're
even attacking live trees.”

Sawyer beetles lay their
eggs in recently killed trees,
the grubs tunnel inside the
tree, and then emerge as
adults two years later.

The problem is affecting about 3.2 million hectares of
forest, in southeastern Manitoba and northwestern
Ontario around Kenora that was hit by the 2013 storm
and by a number of forest fires.

Sawflies and gypsy moths
Maslaniec said other insects have been unusually active

this past summer, including the forest tent caterpillar and
the yellowheaded sawfly.

“The forest tent caterpillar problem was right across
southern Manitoba this year. They tend to prefer aspen
trees, but for some reason, this year in Brandon they
were going after ash trees.”

She said that the yellowheaded sawfly is generally
around, but that there’s been an uptick this year in the
number of reports.

The solution to most of the tree infestation, she said, is
a cold winter.

“We’re concerned about weather issues. The forest tent
caterpillar, for instance, should be declining, but with the
warm weather, it’s not. Climate change is certainly a
factor.”

Sawyer beetle image: M. O'Donnell and A. Cline, Wood Boring Beetle
Families, USDA APHIS ITP, Bugwood.org
Jack pine budworm infestation image: Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources , Minnesota Department of Natural Resources,
Bugwood.org

Adult sawyer beetle

Infestation of Jack pine budworms

Continued from front page
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When we first started selling firewood, we bucked the
logs to length and then split them manually with an axe.
However, unless the log split the first time, inevitably the
round fell over and resulted in wasted time and energy
standing it back up for it to be resplit.

Also, for larger rounds that needed to be split more than
in half the resulting splits fell over again when splitting
the original piece…resulting in more wasted time.

Then I saw an article in “Farm Show” magazine about
using an old tire to hold the rounds upright…genius! The
tire holds all the rounds and splits upright until the
splitting is complete. The handle of the axe hits the wall
of the tire before the ax head hits the ground, so you can
split on gravel, concrete, asphalt, etc. without worrying
about damaging the axe.

The only modification we’ve made is to use a semi
truck tire to hold more rounds. This has tripled our
productivity. It also means no more sore back from all
that bending over!

The tire system is most efficient using two tires and two
people. One person splits the wood. The other inserts

By Clint Pinder rounds in one tire, and while they are being split, removes
the splits from the other tire and refills it.

It’s simple, durable and economical—all features of a
great invention.

Clint Pinder owns Manitoba Firewood in Stony
Mountain.

Tire trick simplifies splitting firewood

WAM enjoyed a good turnout for its fall picnic at Birds Hill
Park on September 24. Lining up for a pulled pork lunch, LR,
Allan Webb, Chris Matthewson, Allison Weiss and Edna
Austman. Seated at back, Mike and Margo James.

Right, a tray of pumpkin tarts baked by WAM president Irene
de Graaf.

Split rounds stay standing inside a tire.
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If you fancy a hot tub that is fully portable, needs no
electrical wiring, and can be filled and heated in an hour,
you can pair up a 100gallon poly stock tank and a
“cowboy” trough heater.

The water is warmed by metal tub heater with a wood
fire chamber that is partially submerged in water. It has a
pipe chimney to vent smoke and cinders.

All you need is a stock tank, a water source and a five
gallon pail filled with 2”x4” lumber split into oneinch
pieces.

According to a California manufacturer, the Cowboy
hot tub heater can be used to keep water troughs for

Clint Pinder challenged people
to guess the identity of this
unusual apparatus with a
chimney. Dave Young, far left,
sitting with Lloyd Church and
Victor Kroeker, correctly
guessed it was a woodfired
heater to keep cattle troughs
from freezing. It can also be
used as a hot tub heater.

Heating your hot tub with a wood fire

Above, Irene de Graaf in deep
conversation with Victor
Kroeker during lunch.

Left, Bruce MacLeod
(standing) and Allan Webb
relax after cleaning up after
lunch.

cattle from freezing, heat water on camping trips or for
an emergency supply of hot water in any location.

A stock tank of a suitable size to serve as the hot tub
costs about $100150. A firefuelled water heater from
Cowboy Hot Tubs can cost more than $1000.

Photos by Sheilla Jones and Kristen Miller
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Arborist course is also offered in the classroom. See more at www.ManitobaArborists.com.
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WAM is looking for woodlot owners who might be
interested in hosting visitors during the next Open Farm
Day, September 17, 2017. If you would like to promote
your woodlot and you produce some goods or services
of value from your property, WAM would like to hear
from you.

In 2016, 44 different farm families, businesses or
institutions hosted events across southern Manitoba,
which illustrated the diversity and importance of
agriculture. One type of operation which was absent was
the woodlot sector, even though wooded lands are an
integral part of the agricultural landscape.

Participating in the Open Farm Day will help to
educate Manitobans about how woodlots can contribute
to ecological goods and services and provide economic
returns to their owners and the public at large. WAM
may be able to help with planning, publicity and

insurance coverage for a potential woodlot host.
Each year, the Manitoba Association of Agricultural

Societies hosts “Open Farm Day”. This event helps
agricultural producers and institutions educate the public
about modern farming, including livestock and grain
production and market gardening operations.

Properties involved in research, rural education,
tourism or agribusinesses may also be farm hosts. Many
of the farm operators use the event to promote products
or services from their farms.

Please take a look at the Open Farm Day website at
www.openfarmday.ca. For information about how to
participate, the MAAS coordinator is Wendy Bulloch at
12047271852 or by email at info@openfarmday.ca.

For more information on how WAM can help, contact
Allan Webb, WAM SecretaryTreasurer at 2044678648
or secretary@woodlotmanitoba.com.

Could you host an Open Farm Day
at your woodlot?

Arborist course is also offered in the classroom. See more at www.ManitobaArborists.com.
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Sustainable woodlot management for environmental,
economic and social benefits is one of the key
educational initiatives of the Manitoba Forestry
Association (MFA). The MFA has been actively
educating landowners on sustainable forest management
and encouraging forest stewardship for many years.

In 1992, the MFA developed the Woodlot Program,
which delivered over 1,200 management plans to
landowners across the province. The plans consisted of a
“walk and talk” between landowner and MFA staff, which
was then followed up with a summary of the woodlot,
including best management practices. In 2012, the
Woodlot Program was enhanced and replaced by the
Private Land Resource Planning (PLRP) Program.

The PLRP Program provides landowners in Manitoba
with the tools necessary to wisely manage their privately
owned woodlots. Whether a landowner is interested in
forest health, wildlife, recreation, harvesting, tree
planting, or nontimber forest products, the MFA provides
personalized management plans for privately owned
woodlots and properties. Depending on the interest and
desired goal of the landowner, three different types of
management plans are offered; a Resource Management
Plan, a Timber Assessment, or a Tree Planting Plan.

In the past, consistent funding had enabled the MFA to
offer both the Woodlot and PLRP programs free of charge
to landowners. This past summer the MFA determined it
was no longer sustainable to offer its PLRP services free
of charge.

In order to meet the demand for private land
management and continue the delivery of plans
throughout the province, the MFA has had to implement a
fee for service for the PLRP Program. No profits will be

generated from these fees; the fees will simply help
cover a portion of the costs associated with the program
and will help reduce the MFA’s dependence on funding
sources.

The following section outlines the different plan
options offered through the PLRP Program, what the
landowner can expect and the costs associated with each
management plan.

Resource Management Plan (RMP)
$400.00 + GST*

A RMP is a comprehensive plan which incorporates
your top three management objectives for your woodlot.
This RMP document provides an entire overview of your
woodlot and is the most holistic plan option. It includes:

•A consult to discuss your top three management
objectives for your woodlot.

•Detailed survey of the entire woodlot collecting the
following information:

oTree species present
oShrub species present
oAverage age, height, and diameter of each forest

stand
oSoil type(s)
oPresence of areas of environmental risk (such as

waterways, steep slopes, sensitive soils, unique habitat
features)

oPresence of wildlife
oForest health issues

•Resource Management Plan document tailored to the
management objectives chosen for your woodlot, which
will include:

oWoodlot summary
oTimber volume estimate of each forest stand
oInformation on the tree species present on your

woodlot
oRecommended management activities for your

woodlot that are customized to meet your desired
objectives (tree planting, tree harvesting, etc.)

oDetailed silvicultural prescriptions for each tree
species that is present on the woodlot.

oDetailed GIS maps of your woodlot
oTrackable forms to help us and you keep track of

the management activities carried out on your woodlot,
and any training opportunities you take part in.

MFA to deliver feeforservice woodlot management plans

Continued on next page

By Tatiana Moroz, MFA
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Timber Assessment
$300.00 + GST*

A Timber Assessment is a simplified version of the RMP
document, with a focus on timber volume. This plan
provides the landowner with the information necessary to
go forward with a timber harvest on their property. It
includes:

•Detailed survey of the entire woodlot collecting the
following information:

oTree species present
oShrub species present
oAverage age, height, and diameter of each forest

stand
oSoil type(s)
oPresence of areas of environmental risk (such as

waterways, steep slopes, sensitive soils, unique habitat
features)

oPresence of wildlife
•Timber Assessment document, which will include:

oWoodlot summary
oTimber volume estimate of each forest stand
oTimber valuation
oDetailed GIS maps of your woodlot

Tree Planting Plan
$200.00 + GST*

The Tree Planting Plan provides the landowner with the
necessary information required for a successful tree plant.
It includes:

•Planting site visit
oAssessment of planting site (topography, soil(s))

•Tree Planting Plan document, which will include:
oTree and shrub species recommendations
oPlanting method and layout recommendations
oDetailed GIS maps of your woodlot/property

The MFA looks forward to meeting with you and
helping you achieve your woodlot management goals. For
more information, or if you wish to obtain a management
plan, please contact the MFA office.

Note *additional mileage charge added for properties
over 150 km away from the MFA office in Winnipeg.

Continued from previous page

MFA updates private land
resources planning

PLRP staff surveying a private woodlot in Southern
Manitoba.
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Why become a member of WAM?

As a member you will be promoting active
stewardship of Manitoba’s privately owned
woodlands, woodlots and family forests. You
will also receive a great deal, including:

—A bimonthly newsletter, complete with up
todate information of upcoming events, current
woodlot/forestry/conservation issues, and wood
products/services available in your area. The
Manitoba Woodlot newsletter can be mailed to
a Canadian address or accessible online to
members only in advance of being made
available to the public. Online access saves
WAM the costs for postage and printing, and
members can view the newsletter in colour.
View past issues of The Manitoba Woodlot at
woodlotmanitoba.com/newsletter.

—Special membersonly rates for events and
workshops.

—Opportunities to participate in field days,
demonstrations, conferences, workshops and
meetings on topics related to woodlot
management.

—Free classified ads in The Manitoba Woodlot.

—If you operate a commercial woodlot or
agrowoodlot, the WAM membership fee is a tax
deductible business expense.

—Membership in WAM is open to individuals
and businesses. Dues are $30.00. Those
interested in membership can telephone (204)
4678648, or apply/renew membership online
at woodlotmanitoba.com/aboutus/membership.

An American lumber group has filed a petition
requesting that the US Department of Commerce initiate
an investigation into Canadian softwood lumber
shipments across the border.

The move in November was anticipated by Canada’s
trade negotiators after the Softwood Lumber Agreement
(SLA) that brought a truce to the ongoing softwood
lumber dispute expired in October 2015. A trade
challenge could not be filed for one year following the
end of the deal.

A statement issued by the office of International Trade
Minister Chrystia Freeland noted that Canada was
prepared for the challenge.

“ Our softwood lumber producers and workers have
never been found in the wrong,” said the statement.
“International bodies have always sided with our industry
in the past.”

The US Lumber Coalition had already signaled it
intended to demand tariffs on softwood lumber going
across the border into the US, primarily to feed the
demand from the housing construction market.

There has been a surge in lumber exports to the US
since the SLA expired, with Canadian exports supplying
about 34 percent of lumber consumed in the US, up from
29 percent when the agreement was in effect.

Tariffs could hit softwood lumber heading across the
border from Canada as soon as next spring.

Most American lumber companies harvest privately
owned forests, and they consider the stumpage fees
charged by provinces for harvesting on Crown land
constitutes an unfair subsidy to Canadian forestry
companies.

Exports from privately owned wooded lands in
Manitoba are not exempted from the trade tariffs, but all
exports from the Maritime provinces are.

Gaston Poitras, chair of the Atlantic Lumber Producers,
told a parliamentary committee hearing of the Standing
Committee on International Trade in April that
Newfoundland and Labrador, New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island should continue to be
exempted under a new SLA.

“The main reasons,” said Poitras, “for the Maritimes’
exclusion and the lack of allegations related to the
stumpage include that fact that the Maritimes have a high
percentage of private land. Over 50 percent of the wood
supply comes from private land.”

American challenge
against Canadian
softwood lumber initiated
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WAM MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Use our convenient online form and PayPal
option or fill out this form and mail it.
Apply online: woodlotmanitoba.com/about
us/membership.

□Membership fee Sept/16Mar/17 $10.00
□Membership fee Apr/17Mar/18 $30.00

I am particularly interested in:
□ Firewood and biomass energy
□Wild foods and othe speciality crops
□ Lumber, logging and sawmills
□Woodlot management
□Wildlife habitat enhancement
□ Soil and water conservation
□ Christmas trees
□All of the above

We encourage WAM members to use the cost
effective option of receiving The Manitoba
Woodlot and Event notices by email.
□ I don't have email. Please mail the newsletter.

NAME
ADDRESS

EMAIL
PHONE

Do you require a receipt?□Yes □ No

Thank you for supporting Manitoba's privately
owned woodlots, family forests and wooded

lands.

MAIL TO:
Woodlot Association of Manitoba
c/o Allan Webb, SecretaryTreasurer
Box 43
Stonewall, MB R0C 2ZO

Source: Map created by CRS using Esri Basemaps.
British Columbia Forest Region boundary files were
created by Data BC, a pilot project of the British
Columbian government, current as of 1/13/2005. Forest
cover boundaries provided by the World Wildlife Fund
Terrestrial Ecoregions data, current as of 2005.

The recently expired Softwood Lumber Agreement
between Canada and the USA applied export measures
to lumber products from timber harvested in the
provinces of

Alberta, British Columbia Coastal, British Columbia
Interior, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, and
Saskatchewan.

The export measures did not apply to lumber
products from timber harvested in the Yukon,
Northwest, or Nunavut Territories. Lumber produced in
the Atlantic Provinces, as well as lumber certified as
originating in the state of Maine, was also exempt.

In addition, 32 companies—socalled border mills
primarily from Quebec but also from Ontario—were
named in the SLA as being exempt, subject to certain
quota limitations.

At the time of negotiation, these provinces had
significant private timber land holdings, so they were
not seen as benefiting from a subsidy.

Canadian provinces impacted
by expired SLA
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Publications Mail Agreement No. 41591026
Return undeliverable Canadian addressed copies to:
Woodlot Association of Manitoba
900 Corydon Ave., Winnipeg, MB R3M 0Y4

Read the full report on building Manitoba's wild food industry at woodlotmanitoba.com.




